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Annual
Membership
Renewals &

Changes

See page 5 for
instructions

+
2026 COLA

If you are eligible for a
cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA) to
your retirement
benefits, you will see
the changes beginning
with your July
payment.

For more information,
contact the Arkansas
Teacher Retirement
System directly at
501-682-1517

&

Find, Like and Follow us
on Facebook to see
travel photos, member
news and upcoming
event announcements.

ARTA Members to be Trained

WANTED: ARTA members who are

tech-comfortable and interested in serving others

Each fall, Medicare recipients with prescription
drug plans must review and select or keep a plan
for the upcoming year. ARTA has recently
learned that third-party insurance providers,
including those with whom we have an agree-
ment for services, will no longer be able to pro-
vide that review for clients. Plan users will need
to perform this review for themselves.

ARTA is seeking members who are interested
in learning to assist others with their Medi-
care Part D Prescription Drug Review. You do
not need to be on a Medicare plan to assist
another person.

Over the next few months, in advance of the
Medicare open enrollment period, ARTA and our
insurance partners will be inviting members to
attend short training sessions in your areas. The
purpose of the training will be to teach you how
the review and selection process works on the
Medicare website.

Volunteers will not be enrolling others in plans.
Instead, you will become familiar enough with
the technical aspects of the process that you can
help others navigate it as they compare and
select plans.

Linda Powell, ARTA Interim Executive Director,
sees a lot of possibilities for the service - “It isn’t
complicated once you learn how. Local units
could even offer it as a program during a month-
ly meeting or provide it as a service to the
community.”

Training dates and locations will be shared later
this summer. We hope to see many of you who
are willing to learn more and to help others.

Medicare Part D

Medicare Part D is a federal program
designed to help cover the cost of
prescription drugs for seniors. Typically,

if you qualify for Medicare, you qualify for
Part D prescription drug coverage. It may
be added as a standalone plan if you have
Medicare Part A and Part B (Original Medi-
care), or a Medicare Advantage (Medicare
Part C) plan that does not include prescrip-
tion drug coverage.

Medicare Part D
Prescription Drug Review

There are many Medicare Part D plans from
which to choose. It’s important to find the
one that works best initially, and to
compare available plans each year. This
includes making sure that current
medications are covered and that preferred
providers are in-network, as well as
assessing costs for premiums, deductibles

and coinsurance.




President’s Message

I am at the end of my year as ARTA President. It has been || s
a challenging year with the loss of our Executive Director, :
Donna Morey.

I am happy to report that the interview team recently
interviewed applicants for the position of Executive
Director. The committee recommended Mike Mertens to
the Board of Directors for the position. The board
approved the recommendation. Mike has accepted

and will begin work for ARTA on July 1, 2026. Welcome
aboard Mike!

The Annual ARTA State Convention was held on May 5™ at the Benton Event Center.
Area IIT was in charge of registration, table decorations, and the paper bag raffle. The
attendance was the largest that we have had in recent years with 267 attendees
representing 47 county units. The oldest person attending was Etoyle Mouser, 100 year-
old from Area V. The theme was "ARTA Rocks" and the table decorations used a
"Rock and Roll" theme. The paper bag raffle brought in $1,950 for the grant fund.
Many attendees made donations to the grant fund in Donna Morey's name as well as
donations to the Arkansas Imagination Library.

Convention speakers started with Jeanie Wilcoxson, the 2025 Arkansas Teacher of the
Year. She spoke on "The Quiet Miracle of Teaching” and shared highlights of her year.
Hauken Smith, representing Collette Travel, talked about travel opportunities available
for ARTA members. Bill Kopsky and April Reisma, representing For AR Kids, spoke
on the Educational Rights Amendment and the Ballot Rights Measure. They stressed
that 91,000 signatures are needed by July to get each measure on the ballot. Volunteers
are needed to help collect signatures for both amendments. Dr. Tammy Benson shared
information on the Arkansas Imagination Library program. Mark White, Executive
Director of ATRS, gave an update on the system. He stressed that ATRS is fully funded
for current retirees. He believes that ATRS's strength lies in three areas: 1) it maintains
a strong investment portfolio, 2) it thinks in terms of decades, not months or years, 3) it
has a strong board of trustees. Mary Alice and Matt Hughes spoke on Medicare Drug
Plans, stating that they will be working with education co-ops and/or local units to train
members how to do their own drug plan review.

The luncheon speakers were from the Alzheimer's Association. Jill Thompson and
Amanda Lejia gave personal and professional insight on Alzheimer's Disease.

Business meeting items included the election of Diana Kolman, Area VII, as Vice-
President and Evelyn Cash as Board Secretary. The Constitution Committee presented
changes in the Constitution to clarify language. The changes, which do not change any
policy, were adopted.

As a keepsake of the convention, my granddaughter painted rocks. They were given on
a first come basis. Maybe next year I can bring more so that everyone gets one!

Our theme was "ARTA Rocks", and we did! Everyone seemed to have fun and learned
a lot. Make plans now to attend next year's convention on May 4, 2027!

continued, page 3

Contact Information

Arkansas Retired Teachers Association

501-375-2958
office_arta@att.net
www.artanow.com

Arkansas Teacher Retirement System

501-682-1517
info@artrs.gov
www.artrs.gov

Employee Benefits Division
(PSE Health Insurance)

501-682-9656
askEBD@arkansas.gov
www.arbenefits.org

United Healthcare
Medicare Advantage

844-488-3953
stateofarinquiry@uhc.com
https://retiree.uhc.com/
arbenefits

Long Term Care Insurance
Cancer/Heart/Stroke
Dental & Vision
Medicare Products

Insurance Advantage
501-988-2726
ask@ia-office.com
www.ia-office.com

Matt Hughes Insurance
479-967-1339
info@matthughesinsurance.com
www.matthughesinsurance.com
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Arkansas Retired Teachers Association
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Little Rock, AR 72202
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Director’s Desk

The ARTA Board of Directors is pleased to announce that Mike Mertens has been named the next Executive
Director of ARTA, effective July 1, 2026.

Mike Mertens is a life-long Arkansas educator, having worked as a classroom teacher, assistant principal,
principal, assistant superintendent, and superintendent in Arkansas public schools. After retiring from public
schools, he was Assistant Executive Director for the Arkansas Association of Educational Administrators
(AAEA). Since leaving that position in 2024, he has continued consulting for AAEA. Mike and his wife Margie
live in Faulkner County and enjoy an extended family of five children, 12 grandchildren, and three great-
grandchildren.

President, continued

As always, I must stress the need to grow ARTA membership. One

goes out to Tammy and Linda for the guidance and direction they

of the vendors, who was a newly retired teacher, joined ARTA atthe  have given me to get through the year. You, ARTA members, are a

convention! Continue asking retired school employees you know to great bunch of people to work with!

join ARTA. Remember- “Numbers count!"

This has been a challenging year, but we have persevered! It has
been a pleasure to work with the board, staff, and members to do
what was needed to move ARTA forward. A great big "Thank You"

In Memoriam, continued

It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your president!

Faulette Parker

ARTA President

Pulaski County
Donna I. Morey

Karl D. Morris
Joyce R. Oliver
John W. Petty
Thomas J. Poole, Jr.
Carolyn D. Reynolds
Clovita P. Rice
Frances A. Ross
Lillie M. Scull
Elizabeth C. Sharp
Shirley M. Simerley
Donald. Stewart
Kathryn F. Varady
Lois N. Voyles
Colleen S. Walls
Edith L. Watson
Erma J. Williams
Jacqueline Yelverton

Randolph County
Patricia B. Bell
Vera J. Breeding
Rae B. Burris

Saline County

Steve B. Collie
Shirley L. Holloway
Sarah M. Hunt
Virginia M. Kennedy
Helen E. Sebren

Scott County
Charlie D. Riddle

Searcy County
Benny G. Taylor

Sebastian County
Betty S. Collett
David A. Fortner
Rita D. Harnis

Rita G. Ratcliff
Kathryn J. Robinson
Jo N. Thomas

Sevier County
Phyllis L. Hughes
Dee A. Toye

Sharp County
Zona F. Inman
Juanita F. Skaggs

St. Francis County
Ima J. Fleming-Foster
Rebecca B. Lewis
John R. Manning
Chaney J. Murray
Charlene K. Oswalt

Stone County
Virginia L. Breeding

Union County
Jesse M. Bates, Jr.
Lela B. Dixson
Patricia B. Griffin
Samuel M. Hoover
Julia S. Murray
Mary Taylor

Billy White

‘Washington County
Randall W. Anderson
Anneta H. Bryant
Thomas G. Buchanan, Jr.
Donna M. Darling
Eloise M. Faur

Doris J. Gibson
Richard D. Kuehl
L.M. Martin

Jerry L. Moody
Linda L. Newton
Patsy A. Oxford
Nancy G. Puckett
Anita L. Sampley
Patricia A. Selph
William H. Stringer
Marilyn K. Wilson
Patrick J. Wing
Routh A. Yarbrough

‘White County
James A. Massey
Maxine H. Morton
Brenda. Needham
Helen D. Steward

‘Woodruff County
Jackie B. Carter
Kitty A. Hopkins

Yell County
Patsy M. Benefield
Judy E. Strickland

Out of State
Carolyn Allen
Mary S. Beall
Linda A. Beirne
Ina P. Bolton
Hazel S. Bullock
Marsha H. Buras
Sheila A. Burger
Mary A. Burns
Charles Butler
Freddie J. Carr
Virginia M. Carter
Ruth M. Crowder
Dorothy J. Davis
Harley L. Dobbins
Donald N. Evans
Silbia Galan

Out of State

Samuel J. Goodwin
Sonya F. Hamilton
Franklin D. Hayes
Ross W. Hyatt, Jr.
Kristin A. Jaques
William E. Liles
Mary L. Martin-Smith
Barbara A. Miner
Tammara D. Mitchell
Martha Moses

Mary D. Myer

Ryan C. Oswalt

Paul E. Pierce

Vicki L. Ragan
Debra K. Rogers
Terry L. Shockey
Kathryn M. Slaubaugh
Shirley A. Stillwell
Roberta L. Talbert
Philip D. Van Hoose
Elizabeth J. Vernon
James C. Williams
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