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ARTA Board Begins 2014 with Meeting

The ARTA Board met on Janu%rhYatZQ-heZQQaérdBHzfie‘EE&ﬁté@shies

cluded the selection of Donnas Mgprgdi #ed.hend ega Ex eLid mplee
rector as well as wupdates frohn@|CpeeodrgreetHorpekelsns,orD|ne d ®he O
Arkansas Teacher Retirement Sfyrsotn?”he l\éqr,y\,e/f\lqunplalé INeS: t heE
dependent insurance agent, and Nﬂau ?—|ouse rtae|'t|é5rlg'£[(ie(¥etﬁgi
the ARTA Board. T .
_ only |mportant on its own, b
Donnads message is__located _on__Dafescd at al | provides
Information from the opiSniSdMMMaceding any of
rized here: the first step in the
Hol di ng Your Ground " Jsystem. He urged ARTA |
George Hopkins, ATRY working for needed i mp
Mr . Hopkins offere conépproorr@lse any of the
on the state of the Q’g'some
di sappointment in tlH IPrveagitmvienys. Reactive
of the year, but em IPausy Hoemei sARTA Legi sl
still projected to [ | "pALYIS- Hd®se reported
went on to encouragid = |bPf&O@ting ARTA members
only continue worKki |pyalken d%'?q’ng the curre
protect the interes:| Twehnpbcehrsls butdget ary. Ho
more importantly, nq BsNoYmeO fi n ™% mati on about
ground that we have l|School Life and Heal tl

L enthiesleat i ve Task Force

retirees ave fought tke a@at awlhgr 2013 Speci e

maintaining those | I MPRojrst atNgtssk f orce was c

Specifically he poi nsSetn t0 fs ol WtiindOns to t he
(

h
r
a
Mr . Hopkins mentio
h
n

Adj ust ment COLA) t hteeadl tfhorlnsurance crisiec
retirees, the abili g\? tated tha
Trustees to make adj us RetiregEkesutive DirectoriSeve ysteH uass state a
needed, without | egi sl aSihgletenad bid wife Becky. @ N d Bbaid#eefing, 6ohtinued on page 3

2014 Area Meetings Scheduled Contents Springia

Area April T22 nity Lutheran ChurahCahmpMerl7Bl4u Presidentos Megsag
Area Mayl I1 Marion United Met h®dustt HCBAB®B2Z2DHB7H Directords Mesgage
Area Maw 6 Central Baptist Stodekemi C8n8 @247 3B State & Local News
Area May 7 Wood!|l and Heights SShalLbwi Rg2p¥tir650 Spotlight on Sdrvi
Area May 8 Ash Flat Church of JEBsesDA2BE4h8BIN Travel céé. 116 ). e
Area May 14resbyterian ChurchjnBar R6E5BELNA47 ARTA News 666666 .

The Area Meetings are a great opportunity td New Life Memberls ¢
well as to | earn about current pension and il I n Memoriam €eé.|s¢é
recognition, and other hel pful information. Me mber ship Fornluréé




Message from the

Looking Forward

I was very saddened b i g
Singleton as Executive f
closely with Steve for re
be a man of great knowl 1 C
the workings of ARTA. H 4 F:
people's names and know 2 ; t
ability to create a budg
al ways i mpressed me. I never unaer s
al years he's not even given himse
ness in a gentl e, kind way and wit
When | found out I had cancer, he,
comfort and consol e me. He wi | | be
state but especially by me!

The good news is...we have an ex
Morey. The committee recommended he
be our new Executive Director at o
background and sweet spirit, we f e
know we wi |l get to know Donna and
have Steve.

How about this weather? After all/l
winter advisory for 1IJ of the state
get the shut ins Days inside all
aware of those who are homel ess or
of the | east of these my brethren,

As many of you know, I enj oy sin
the state, where |1've gotten to sp
and patriotic songs. We even sang
meetlngI At our age it's good to h
says, Ail't makes me | ove everybody, 0
us all to heaveno.

Thank yo for putting up with me
ward to the Spring Area Meetings a
each and every one of you! I f 406" d
0505, and my address is 1321 East M

oPat Tall ey,

STAY CONNECTED

Please let us know if you or an ARTA member you know has move

Call us toll free at 4888-929-0955
or locally at 3752958.

You can also help us stay in touch be-
tween newsletters by sharing your emdi
address with us at office_arta@att.net.

Thanks for helping us all stay connectg

d.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR !
ARTA Stateofeptvembeon23
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Message from the

Here to Serve

|t is a high honor to be namgd taglke rEextejcrued

Arkansas Retired Teachers AssotieatdPal | &n giweosu i g _
Interview Committee and the ARKAdoBoagmpIfoye et B | fur
dence in me. Plan that will : 2| o
As | looked around the ARTbASTIBoaarndd mecdtiivreg t @
many colleagues from around €mgageddrwi tihh tphe ! t € Oc

Then, when the names of the Therm@d NEx&EdUcRrievcwi recror s€§
shared with me, | personallyf@eseredifldr poresiemdw tthheel rﬂrreevq
Executive Directors. | stand Mered BdIMondmltyheiars sdhooeusl dtehres Ean
tapping their knowledge of Wwhavilisbgesgendiong tenmasi | o rugpamit
Each member of ARTA and theiftnNgpewdMoBreorIi B It hpoAthansas
organization. | look forwardi 8#®@s meieltli nlye aa |p |ASRATSAU I e mbt eOrOs.
potenti al members to better repnespederodwn Ghlalrectiine rmass

My experience includes 35 #ABRAsOftfeiacehihas acnudr reddc reimagd |

schools in Pulaski County. |1Ae2eedone wasmbereécded Mrldsiode
Arkansas Education Associati 8RTAs@frii &g afwodntYercnfsa ngretsSi It O
term | imited. In 2010, | wa sC agll beettd e rt k@ MMeathateTwukhee

senti ngCotntger e si onal District PN it emyArpKladassawsr el e aC hseelr v e
Retirement Boar d, serving unybl toreyounepdsénviAddgusd OHe 2y
personal interests include fARTAYwitliimegofthiud £, t i vd £r elshe
organi zations, with Pul aski s5lehegbt se MMCo padds Swprecc iaarle Qlryum
Arkansas being paramount .

Board Meetingont i nued

been given broad | eeway t o sstoudtyh atthe nifsosureatarmd emdourgge
put dAall options on the tablneedmbeHes faesl tp ashsaitb lceo nveh edre ry omgr
tude given to the task forcewi tahnddr abva sleedyi i at h® nme &t iIFmg® b
the proposals could extend tdevelkommendati ons that affect
Arkansans, including public BBPPQIDEﬁEhfeeS and those par
ing through t.he healthcare Ma r Allce Hughes of l nsur. a
Mr . House wildl continue t_oaﬁ‘ddtenpnéu@aﬁ@egka&(ﬁ&@téne?ﬁéi
and keep ARTA members appri8thp@fs .t woshe Vnot%PrMmee tywas 't e
return, he strongly encour agied A\AI,?IH "ben”bbeerasgation & G Gepe i 1y
volved now in educating theig pe| iecdieidoPffdche! sr@abaytithe
of retirees, such as propos| gtédoe&hfbggesoiytf'pgﬁ] fwd Al
health insurance. A list of thetagk,{iQ5ft PgHREeESEmMmand th
tact i nfloorcneatteidonon spage 4.
The date for the next board
Mr . House and Tammy Gray, ArRJAwaC O MMy £\ad d oy COoO-retirem
ordinator, are also working (55’| rgdev >lé)0° talnveemﬁ‘lrect'osrtr'b”t

Local units are asked to submit A nnt

REMINDER Unit presidents will have an opportfluni

for - 2018 with an ARTA staff me mber at

Reports shouldube 3$5pm20té&d by

www. artafbWTEBIINIHK 356



Following the 2013 Special Legislative Session

The Arkansas Legislature met Seooad SpehbhéealSt 8esesiaond Padbt
tober to address the fundingsfisphceael Boiam dPubalsi cdiSchmwlou e cE.
Heal th I nsurance. No measurepl weee bhamae ftor atdtdeepsbtl he
needs for public school retitrheeesboatr dt hat ati mg. t Hoatwewv b ey
were two outcomes from the saqngdi opnr otvhiadte ASRTAt avhl ¢ bBadmami
ing closely. insurance benefit for publ i c

First, the State and Publi coPELECHAI L& eS !a@nld Vife a3 & $HS 1 G
Program Legislative Task For@ddyddonalggnembipds Py i dedp,
the task force is to developP¥ ph&nogPY¥el mPFovWashBolsikpe
lic Life and Health Insurance Weodoakbsewfimanhcilae¢ kboaddt,i
program serves state and schoelt enoplioccye easn da ntdo reeli e etespl

The task force states that PHP!l W1 pcBPalyPERREPLNPEBHUMNERS
l egislative barriers need toS&fdndefdomefdi Calyg PURAT aMEedd
restructured, to lead to fAtr &9&d &r AU dﬁ?é"lsdﬂrcet?ar{goesadidrf??'

delivery. groups, including improvin
under the program, ibncreasi.n
The ARTA board and staff P prd ptroogpraarn’f ifCal gt aytr€e s N gathflye st
force meetings to ensure that, th X %%%eénhﬁﬂgﬁt§hé’fprroe#
truly represented. ARTA members _are al so welcome to at
the meetings and to stay abreafRTRfP&ahyeyeseiRe mBPhssSi 85
ing us on our web site, Www.zbrotpaeﬁom{].ococrrﬁnt'nue_ wor king “wi
.t hat the health insurance nc¢
The next task force meeting viesh SGhefUh!ne dec ofn&ri gMa e h o d ]
2014. The members of the tas Jwdsge at the time of publi
. I dy
are |isted bel ow.
State and Public School Life and Health Insurance Program
Legislative Task Force
Sen. Jim HenDrenrict 42788222 jim. hendren@senate. ar.gg
Sen. Cecile Bistsbet 437®3-%5115 cecile.bledsoe@senat g
Sen. Linda Cbester €t e5BOE8-B859 | chesterfield@comcas
Sen. Jason RBpettict 53052838918 jason.rapert@senate. ar .
Sen. David SBndgdersct 5109088107 davidjamessander s@gmai l
Sen. Eddi e Cbhbeat hamt 827606-365 9
Rep. James MDLstanict 867818617 vote.james. mcl ean@gmail
Rep. Al l en KPrstrict 530212%454 all en. kerr @ar kansashopus
Rep. Tommy Wbestrict 867/21B585 tommy. wren@arkansashopus
Rep. Har ol d Dbobpenhatveds/@1-3930 harol dui agency@yahoo} co
Rep. George Dc&ttict 477852107 georgemcgill @sbcgl obal
Rep. Bill GobPsageict 4878627122 bill @bill gossage. com

RE|\/|||\|DER:The deadline to participate in the Cash B
Retiremenlubgs3@mr26b4d e information on th

4|1 NTERLI®NIH wiwwév. art anow. com



I n 20123 , ARTA members repertessd edhoyeu.t hManybe you just
576,000 hours of volunteer seseviwCceeinEithher wawmmumabt uaese
estimated dollar value of théseghoora ¢emmbnibt7y6 ,tlh/a2t. 6hla

other words, you contrlbutedHequ % Iaﬂ@figtgmllion dol | ar
worth of ti me, pl us your tal—e—n—l—a—n‘ expertise, to your
munities. Volunteering increases sat
, , for others and _your communi t

Volunteering obviously has C%Im% '|fs'h?n%'?1tt I RRYGTT QN Y QY
community. But did you knowg Aalel BfCBPIQéOtheiH‘IQHyipf]’]
efitsto you aswell? the more |ikely you are to h
Personal Contacts gener al

Volunteering is a great way Vbbumeeer inregv q@emlpdtes wdéd hr e
similar interests or concerdepr dogimomgi st hseochh adi s sbbatin
friendships. ltds also a great way ar contact wi t
to keep in tou ,

.;4
o

know from a pr
venture even a
Personal Satis

Vol unteering
freely of your

nd a solid sup
n turn can pr
i mes of stress

Volunteering h
physically heal tt

h
urn gives you a
p
o}

skills. It is i's good for your
ered an obliga but i tos especi a
Vol unteers expll ol der adul t s. St
motivation anv‘ t hat those who \Y;
generated by e | ower mortality
genuine desire who do not, even
ingful contrib ing factors like
_ participants. Vol
Personal Gr owt N been shown to | e
Vol unteering of chronic pain o
With_an opportomrrrty ‘ of the staé
hobbies or interests you havpgegrhot; trledfosetf M eieslim a%H9 e

you can develop new skills agnd; jg,ai¢n tlH’IEfO{N%:";lbe@ Q)rf_erxepte“

ence you might not have othebyvg ?dlxaus'@“rQ e€ ¥ gn ydo'uSrCOV
a second career!

you to stay involved and to
Polish Your | mage promote outstanding communi:t
People pay attention to yodrf OUiPf @ndy@si dddd yd dai@y iSr 0 n me
in which they have direct antact with wvaou Volunteeri:r
reflects a complete picture . mp
your commitment, dedication RTASSGI’VII’]gOtherS I e
what you are passionate abg 0 i r
them too! 1T Encouraging new teachers | wi
Community Connections f Mentoring, tutoring and |I[it
Maybe you want to continu T Coll ecting a_nd di stributing
volunteer that you did as a school supplies, and othegyv.
more time to devote to a cal ¢ Programs for nufrisisng homgysS
1T Spelling bees, poster conte
1T Preservation and beautifica
Nt IVI t W k f Health fairs, voter regi s$tr

aIOna Oun eer ee nity education progr ams
. T Individual service to schoo
A ums, <civic organizations/ | ¢

April 61 13, 2014 e Lot

www. art afbWTEBIINI 556



ATRS Cash Buyout Program Expiring

The Arkansas
Program

Buyout
members to

mont hly retirements in the
set tdueepiB0e 2014
Many i nactive

ry service
bership 1in
amount .

retirement

Teacher

Wit hout
vested me mber s

all ows

obtain a cash

Ret i rreontemitn gSyisd epna ( ABTIRES )t cCCatshe me
vest emembepohsofitami byt omMn,i siin@acl u o e
papymeefi hew onsteadl whmp reecmidaa
foaoteve Tmempeo'gs amheashcubeté
benefits whatsoever for the n

vested member sThwiotulghonlhy rCamsdho Bturyioluut P-r o

requested

a uat hloirmii ztreet d copnp otrot ucnointvye rtto t hed &

from a futumhei bepaffmentt oamounur rreontl eda 9
t he prograrmor i aactipypéi catoincro,nttraut or m
have no righCadm B yboeunte fRirtoguratm lantdh ey wr §
| f they di e6 8RsfloB,OEBE8AThi bg irefto @@memng .

ATRS 2014 Benefit Payment Schedule

Checks Mailed

March 28, 2014
April 29, 2014

May 29, 2014

June 27, 2014

July 30, 2014
August 28, 2014
September 29, 2014
October 30, 2014
November 25, 2014
December 30, 2014

Direct Deposit

March 31, 2014
April 30, 2014

May 30, 2014

June 30, 2014

July 31, 2014
August 29, 2014
September 30, 2014
October 31, 2014
November 26, 2014
December 31, 2014

Coming Soon...

A First Di agnosis Policy
Stroke wil/l soon be avail ab
cy wil|l pay a | ump sum bene
bl e event s.

Online enroll ment shoul d
2014. To | earn more about w
about how to enroll via pap

| nsOu8B¥ e Adyv

ice Hughes at

Geiger, Gloria Nethercutt, Rita Smith

Second Row: Jean Linn, Lloyd Linn, Donna Gard
Martha Durham, Rhonda McFarlin, Shelby Stong!
Lena King, Dolly Tees, Sherra Hamilton, Pat A

dirsch, Orvalene Holbrook, Kathy Tadlock, Card
Baker, Lura Campbell, Suzanne Bergeron, Micha
Williams

Delois Pippen, Jimmy Penn, Billie Pippen, Caro
Meyers, Joel Cullen, Levona Cullen, Velta Rigd
Michael Emery, Ronald Riggs, Brenda Browni
Rachel Safley, Pete Stone, Charles Tadlock, Kathy

Phot o provided b
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West Coast Tour, Summer 2013

On July 24, 2013 twelve reMiredsaand Theentextf sdmpAmwlasn
traveled to Seattle, WashingtOomrgowhemwdhewe jtohienehdi g3hll ioghhte
ers from around the United Sgoartgeeso uassndo!| @aonme chegg frorses eabdbat
from Seattle to San Francisolin Washington Park. Signs | e

This genial group was firstngreatese twasa $50u0. of Seat:t
included the Space Needle and Omvedraeyt tf, o uWasweé ngooned whet g
visited the impressive Boei nlge aewteirfewlt Muacttnoornya.h Frad rh si, n w
worl dos |l argest building, weesui ewaed rwaerlrkoen st héed €e MielSimogy €
747, 777 and 787 jets (NO phgtegma@hvy adliloomwead!ld) Space Mus

Beauti ful weat her during- twel krtilpr cetnalb | ckids pulsaytso o§ e eni bk
capped Mt. Rainier on day threaftasmwst maddéadiley cwd yest diGtg
St . Hel ens visitor center fomMhaswadtkimmgstemedoft manoaeeaof
the eruption. Next we Vvisited Daaywifnievrey ,h braonudg hbte cuasu steo otfh et
tinued clear weather we werevabsbedbltdet Orege® nb Ctolm sMt .AqHI

of sea animals and birds. Or

enjoy the beauty of the scen

beach along the rugged coast

sand and pu our feet in the
Day seven found us experi et

wild and remote RogeecRbsed
that allowed us to see awesc
West Coast Tour, continued on page X
From Left: George Condray, Glynna Condray, Charles Talbert
Becky Talbert, Wanda Tapp, Marlene Bush, Linda Geiger, Sherr
Sherwood, Corrine Gilbreath, Mary Billingsley, Dana Mitchell, an
Ron Mitchell standing at trunk of BIG TREE (304" x 21.6" diamete
6886 <circumference 6860, 1500 vy

State Park in California. Photo provided by Glynna Condray.
New York City Adventure, Fall 2013

A lively group of 46 membetrlse abni tgeud sNat iloenfst, Naonrdt ht hlLei

Rock by bus Friday, November9115 MemotLBalf oandnhadvanghoret
New York City. I't was a dr eanroyo,n,r avienyt ootkarat chui swet 6i nh
the sun on the second day afteWe weonclbsded iomt o Neiw g¥Y mrika
stop in the country at Do6s Maowknetf o(ra ar emsetals tactp EtlH aetn 6tso &S
and proved to be interestingWwawesicogeéeianbadtonstentBailt aimo
where we enjoyed a really nidédurdsdaerwaat aMdCowvmingk dawn
Schmi ks Seafood Restaurant. Niog weatChanmr | lwéltecmed | @s ViAo f
Yor k-ammité@r noon on Sunday. Boars Head 1| nn. On Friday w

The Holiday I nn Times SquahemerofVVedhtomabe J&f Eenspal av
convenient |l ocation for explgrmrauwiditsa sf atrhef rroenmaMonndteirc ed fl ot

and the next were free for ushiockponr aue Mincdhiivei dTusaM e rim.t e®
enjoyed the Empire State Buihlodnengof Maadmesso nMaSdyiusaare. Ghe rdee
vari ous museums, Central P a rrko, u nMa c9gi rsl ,d rethsi.tmensi g u awraes s P @
course shopping. Saturday was another rainy

On Tuesday, a |l ocal tour gWNodeé ht hokt e Rockislth €pntea
(Strawberry Fields area) and ertrohéadual rReaadyy bCiatty uMu shioane
Trump Tower and Rockefeller geearntadr trahet énoegreanympmywhlo td&
Christmas Spectacul ar per f orbmasncder i vfert haed Rtaaluro [CGiatdyer Ro
et tWesd.nesday, we Vvisited St. Patrick's Cat-Betdmakttewably 6t

www. art afhbWTEBRIMI&NIK 756



