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Early Childhood Literacy
The 2025-26 school year was the first in which
third grade students in Arkansas had to meet new
reading standards to advance to fourth grade.
Under the LEARNS Act of 2023, third graders
who fall short of the standards, and do not have a
good-cause exemption, will not be promoted.

According to an article in the statewide news-
paper, early screener tests suggested that
thousands of Arkansas third graders were at risk
of being retained for the 2026-27 school year.
The Arkansas Department of Education stated
that it would actually be many months before the
full number would be known. It will be even
longer before the effects of the new standards on
Arkansas literacy scores are known.

For those of you who support childhood
literacy, and would like to do something now,
we recommend the following - 

Local Retired Educator Units
Many local units and their members support
book and reading programs. These include
reading in schools, tutoring, and book donations.

If you are interested in joining a local unit, find
one near you in the pullout directory included in
this issue. If your group needs ideas, read on.

In Schools
Most school districts welcome adult readers.
Whether you are reading to one student or an
entire classroom, as an individual or as part of a
program, your efforts will have a positive effect
on students. Contact your district office for more
information about needs and opportunities for
volunteers or paid tutors.

Daycare centers also appreciate your support,
although their rules for volunteers are different.
If they do not need readers, ask if they need
donations of high-quality books by age group,
either for the facility or for the families enrolled
in their services.

AR Kids Read
In central Arkansas, AR Kids Read recruits and
trains volunteers to provide one-on-one tutoring
with students in grades 1-3. You can learn more
about AR Kids Read at www.arkidsread.org.

To find a similar program in your community,
contact your school district or local library for
recommendations.
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SAVE the DATES

Annual ARTA
State Convention

May 4, 2027

Area
Leadership Training

September 22 -
November 5

Arkansas Imagination Library
Arkansas Imagination Library mails children one
free book each month until their 5th birthday.
Any child in Arkansas between birth and age five
can enroll in this free program.

You can support this program by enrolling a
child you know or by making a donation to
support the program. Learn more at
www.arkansasimaginationlibrary.org.

For more information about any of the programs
in this article, or to tell us about a literacy
program we should know about, contact us!

Annual Members

Please see page 5 for
renewal instructions

Not sure of your
membership type?

Refer to the Membership
Key and your mailing label
on the back page of this

publication.

See page 5 for details
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President’s Message
Arkansas Retired Teachers Association

501-375-2958
888-929-0955

office_arta@att.net
www.artanow.com

Arkansas Teacher Retirement System

501-682-1517
info@artrs.gov
www.artrs.gov

Employee Benefits Division
(PSE Health Insurance)

501-682-9656
askEBD@arkansas.gov

www.arbenefits.org

United Healthcare
Medicare Advantage

844-488-3953
stateofarinquiry@uhc.com
https://retiree.uhc.com/

arbenefits

Long Term Care Insurance
Cancer/Heart/Stroke

Dental & Vision
Medicare Products

Insurance Advantage
501-988-2726

ask@ia-office.com
www.ia-office.com

Matt Hughes Insurance
479-967-1339

info@matthughesinsurance.com
www.matthughesinsurance.com

Rita Byers ........................... President
Susan Ridings .............. President-elect
Diana Kolman ............... Vice President
Paulette Parker . Immediate Past President
Evelyn Cash ........................ Secretary
Mike Mertens .......... Executive Director
Linda Powell ............ Operations Manager
Tammy Gray ............. Communications

To view the full ARTA Directory,
visit www.artanow.com

I remember the first time I attended an ARTA state convention
in the fall of 2015. I sat in the audience looking at Dr. Ella
Walker-Rolfe who was presiding over the meeting. I remember
thinking “WOW! She’s really special to be President of
ARTA. I could never get up in front of all these people and
preside over a meeting.” Well, here I am eleven years later,
and I am the current President of ARTA. It is indeed an honor
to have been chosen to lead ARTA.
 

I became more discouraged because I didn’t have a teaching job. The weekend before
school started, I learned about an opening at Cale Elementary, one of the five schools in
the newly consolidated Nevada School District. During my second interview, I was told
that work-shops started the next day. I was extremely surprised to learn within about forty-
five minutes that I was being hired for the job and needed to be there the next morning.

I was hired for a first and second grade combination class. The new Nevada building was
not completed yet, so classes were still being held on the original campuses. My students
and I were housed in a portable building divided into two separate classrooms. I would
have a full-time aide since I had two rooms. I was hoping she had experience and would be
able to help me manage two grades. I discovered that she was new to education. To sum-
marize, I was hired on a Tuesday afternoon, attended workshops on Wednesday, Thursday,
Friday and started with two classrooms of students on Monday. What an adventure that
year was! I had between thirty and thirty-three students all year.

That was the beginning of my twenty-eight year career in elementary education. I moved
between first and second grade. My husband liked to tell everyone that I made it out of first
grade but then they sent me back again. I even ended up teaching another combined first
and second grade class one year. At least this time all the students were in the same room.
Near the end of my career, I was a literacy coach for three years and after that I began
teaching third grade. This ended up being my favorite grade. I was fortunate to be able to
spend my entire career in the same school district.

After retirement, my retired colleagues invited me to come to the Nevada County Retired
Teacher’s meetings. I began attending as a chance to see my friends, not knowing that I
would eventually become vice president and then president of the Nevada County group. I
am the current president of the Nevada County Retired School Employee Association.

This led to me being elected as an associate director for Area Four. Then I served part of a
year as Area Director until I was nominated to be ARTA Vice President. Dr. Ellen Holmes
and Mr. Bob Thompson were extremely encouraging when it came time to make a decision
about being an associate director, area director, and finally being elected as vice president.

When I started attending meetings, I was going because it was a social outing and I got to

I graduated in May 1987 from Henderson State University
with a degree in elementary education. As summer continued, 

Continued, page 7



Welcome New Life & Life Continuing Members
Arkansas County
Terri Patton

Benton County
Angela D. Carter
Janet Chaney

Bradley County
Rhonda Daniel

Carroll County
Clare Haozous
Devon M. Williams

Clark County
Larry Boggs
Lisa O. Francis
Charla Renee Renfro

Clay County
Kristi Bowen

Conway County
Karla D. Ault

Craighead County
Mary Caldwell

Drew County
Teressa L. Hunter

Faulkner County
William Eugene Joseph
Teresa A. McMoran
Sonya Stephens
Anna Waters

Franklin County
Stacy Mitchum

Fulton County
Heath Shrable

Garland County
Penny Jackson

Hempstead County
Terrence Lorenzo Turner

Hot Spring County
Karen Payne
Carol Danette Smith

Howard County
Michele A.
Champoux-Ray

Jefferson County
Carla A. Green
Kelly Foshee
Willie J. Gulley

Johnson County
Saundra Sanders

Lonoke County
Margaret McClure
Kari Montgomery
Janet Pack

Miller County
Anne Formby
Carol Nix
Denise Schwartz

Mississippi County
John Deaton
Billie Ruth Light
Marilyn McNear

Van Buren County
Theresa Bobst
Wendy Gross
Janet Perkins

Washington County
Donald Cumbie
L. Diane Firmin
Jennifer Hierholzer
Susan Middleton
Mari G. (Lynn) Smith
Frances Marline Vernon
Cynthia Whitaker
Hubert Whitaker
Susan Zimmerman

White County
Karla Tarkington

Out of State
William L. Sheridan

Pike County
Sandra D. Elliott

Pope County
Lisa Bowden

Pulaski County
Barry Anderson
Brenda Bankston
Allison Mcmath
Ellis Register
Sandra Register
Nancy L. Rousseau
Amy Woodsmall

Saline County
Kimberly Anderson
Bonnie G. Haynie
Stephanie L. Poe
L. Michelle Shoppach

Scott County
Terrie Depaola Holbrook

Sebastian County
Donna Proctor
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Director’s Desk

First and foremost, thank you for the opportunity to serve an
organization that champions the interests of our state’s dedicated
public education retirees. I am deeply honored to step into this role
and build upon the strong foundation laid before me. I look forward
to visiting local county units and area meetings this fall and hearing
directly from members all across the state. 

Regarding advocacy, discussions are already underway at the Capitol
in anticipation of the 2027 Legislative Session. In fact, a recent
legislative committee discussion focused on rising health insurance
costs. Consultants reported that projected healthcare expenses have

ARTA Members,

August is always a busy time for public schools with many back-to-
school events. ARTA staff and members were present at quite a
number of these with updates on teacher retirement and our
association. This was a great opportunity to engage with those
educators still working to let them know what ARTA has to offer as a
professional organization that advocates for the personal, pro-
fessional, social, and economic interests of all Arkansas's public
education retirees.

And lastly, I want to share a recent
experience that will sound familiar to
many ARTA members. A young man
approached me in the Kroger parking lot

increased substantially in recent years,
driven largely by medical and pre-
scription drug costs. It is crucial that
ARTA monitors these meetings and
represents retiree interest in these
deliberations.

in Conway and asked, “Are you Mr. Mertens?”. Even though I did not
recognize him, that question identified him as a former student. He
proceeded to sincerely thank me for the support and encouragement I
gave him while a student. This was not the first time a former student
has reached out but the message is always the same. It’s not what we
teach them but it’s how. I am thankful to have former students that
remember the “how” and I am privileged to serve thousands of
Arkansas retired educators who made a difference in the lives of
many. Mike Mertens



ARTA News
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ARTA Awards Record Number of Educator Grants

Row 1: Robert Anderson, North Little
Rock; Travis Wright, Conway; Angela
Bates, Hot Springs; Brittany Brazil, Van
Buren; Row 2: Abbie Bussey, Bryant;
Brittany Cage and Ericka McQueeny,
Benton; Janet Warford, Rogers; Row 3:
Roza Shaimurat, LISA Academy; Anna-
Mae Wyatt, Arkadelphia; DeAnna Steele,
Walnut Ridge; Row 4: Grace Archer,
Bergman; Amy Hodge, Mt. Vernon; Kayla
Villines, Omaha.



ARTA News

www.artanow.com Vol. 69-1 | 5

Area Leadership Training
All ARTA members are invited to attend Area Leadership Training - 

These events include messages from ARTA leadership, area
business, training for unit members, and time for networking with
colleagues from around the area. They also usually include great
entertainment, delicious food, and a few surprises.

For meeting details, contact the area leadership shown in the pullout
directory included in this issue.

Area I
October 22
Charleston, AR

Area II
September 22
Newport, AR

Area III
October 8
Forrest City, AR

Area IV
October 27
Ashdown, AR

Area V
October 20
Pine Bluff, AR

Area VI
November 5
Bryant, AR

Area VII
October 13
Fayetteville, AR

Area VIII
October 15
North Little Rock, AR

ARTA offers many opportunities for
involvement at the local, state, or area level.

View the ARTA website, contact your ARTA
board member, find a local unit, or reach

out to the ARTA staff for more information
about getting involved in ARTA.

501-375-2958
www.artanow.com

If your mailing label on the back
page has a 26 next to your name,

your membership has expired.

Please renew today to ensure
continued membership, which

includes this publicatiion.

You can renew using the form on
the back page, or by scanning the

QR code:

Never miss out on the
INTERLINK newsletter

INVOLVED?INVOLVED?  INVOLVED? 
WANNA GET 



Local units can submit photos, news items and
story ideas to ARTA via text or email:

501-350-3916
tammy_arta@att.net

AREA I

Member News
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ARTA Executive Director Mike Mertens (R) attended a back to
school meeting for personnel of the Mena School District in Polk
County, where he shared information about the ways that ARTA
supports active personnel and their retirement system. He is pictured
here with Superintendent Lee Smith.

ARTA does not currently have an affiliate group for education
retirees in Polk County. If you are interested in starting a local unit,
please contact the ARTA office for assistance.

AREA II

ARTA Executive Director Mike
Mertens attended two back to
school events in White County,
where he shared information
about the ways that ARTA
supports active personnel and
their retirement system. He is
pictured here at Riverview
School District.

AREA IV

Miller County RTA members Dr. Ellen Holmes and Cordia
Metcalf served on the Texarkana Arkansas School District
Community Back to School Bash Planning Committee. They are
pictured here with MCRTA member Jennie Jones and members of
the TASD community at the event. 

Members of the Nevada County RSEA collected cereal and other
breakfast items to be distributed to district families at Open House. 
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STAFF
ARKANSAS RETIRED
TEACHERS ASSOCIATION
1200 Commerce St #103
Little Rock, AR 72202
501-375-2958
888-929-0955

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mike Mertens
mike_arta@att.net

OPERATIONS MANAGER
Linda Powell
linda_arta@att.net

COMMUNICATIONS
Tammy Gray
tammy_arta@att.net

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT

 

ATRS EX OFFICIO
 

ARTA COMMITTEES
 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Rita Byers
870-703-4524
rbyers@swat.coop

PRESIDENT-ELECT
Susan Ridings
870-313-1710
ridhan@windstream.net

VICE PRESIDENT
Diana Kolman
479-903-3532
dkolman@cox.net

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT
Paulette Parker
870-476-0113
fpp1944@yahoo.com

SECRETARY
Evelyn Cash
870-325-7242
evelyn.cash1@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Mark White
1400 West Third St
Little Rock, AR 72201
501-621-8853
marw@artrs.gov

TRUSTEE
Anita Bell
501-851-2731
b42mag@aol.com

COMMUNITY SERVICE &
PUBLIC RELATIONS
Brenda Smyth, Chair
870-448-6224
brendasmyth0@
gmail.com

GRANTS & SCHOLARSHIPS
Elizabeth Tye, Chair
870-904-0382
etye@suddenlink.net

TRUSTEE
Danny Knight
870-556-0251
dannyknight08@
comcast.net

TRUSTEE
Bobby Lester
501-680-0815
blester33@
comcast.net

INSURANCE &HEALTH
SERVICES
Anita Bell, Chair
501-851-2731
b42mag@aol.com

LEGISLATIVE
Marcia Raeber-McClain, Chair
870-762-5796
mraeber1@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP
Paulette Parker, Chair
870-476-0113
fpp1944@yahoo.com

AREA 1
Meryl Ware, BM
479-414-5324
merylware@yahoo.com 

Patti Floyd, AD
479-461-6486
pattifloyd72903@
yahoo.com 

AREA II
Danny Townsend, BM
501-254-9371
drtowns7087@
sbcglobal.net 

Brenda Smyth, AD
870-448-6224
brendasmyth0@
gmail.com

AREA III
Barbara Davidson, BM
870-995-1164
badavidson58@gmail.com

AREA IV
Angel Brewster,BM
870-571-7722
angelbrewster55@
gmail.com 

Glenda Clark, AD
903-733-4624
glendenise@
sbcglobal.net

AREA V
Gina Mitchell, BM
870-866-3294
gmitchel@sbcglobal.net

Barbara Wood, AD
501-538-6104
bcwood61@gmail.com

AREA VI
Sandra Bradberry, BM
501-581-9439
springbrier49@gmail.com

Debbie Huddleston, AD

AREAVII
JenniferColvin, BM
870-480-2392
jennifercolvin506@
gmail.com

Carolyn Brooks, AD
479-841-1343
cbrooks1511@gmail.com

AREA VIII
Rita Bledsoe, BM
501-240-6889
rbmuzic@yahoo.com

Linda Thurston, AD
501-681-5919
r.thurston@att.net

Marcia Raeber-McClain, AD501-529-4348 BM - Board Member
AD - Area Director870-762-5796

mraeber1@gmail.com
dhudd1@swbell.net

TRUSTEE
Chip Martin
(479) 444-3067
chip.martin@g.fayar.net

TRUSTEE
Jeff Stubblefield
479-965-3256
jeffstubblefield@
gmail.com

artanow.com

mailto:chip.martin@g.fayar.net
mailto:chip.martin@g.fayar.net


* Last known/elected

AREA I
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Cher Horwedel
479-414-5955
maestra@cox.net

Gary & VJ Cunningham
479-970-4527
vj.garycunningham@
gmail.com

CRAWFORD COUNTY
Cindy Wofford
479-650-6713
cindywoff@gmail.com

FRANKLIN COUNTY
Debby Smyth
479-997-5284
debbydsmyth@gmail.com

JOHNSON COUNTY
Debbie Johnson
479-885-6168
alfdeb1981@gmail.com

LOGAN COUNTY
Curtis Varnell
479-353-2866
curtis.varnell@
wscstarfish.com

POLK COUNTY
Contact Area Director

POPE COUNTY
Katherine Teeter
479-747-6018

SCOTT COUNTY
Contact Area Director

SEBASTIAN COUNTY
Fort Smith RTA
Patti Floyd
479-461-6486
pattifloyd72903@yahoo.com

S. Sebastian Co. RTA
Meryl Ware *
479-414-5324
merylware@yahoo.com

YELL COUNTY
Denise Dewveall
479-970-5153
ddewveall@gmail.com

AREA II
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
John Heath
870-731-5044
jbhltc98@gmail.com 

Elaine Blair
870-448-6232

WHITE COUNTY
Danny Townsend
501-254-9371
drtowns7087@
sbcglobal.net 

WOODRUFF COUNTY
John Heath
870-919-7766

PHILLIPS/
MONROE COUNTIES
Earnest Simpson
501-626-7166
theman@esimp.com

POINSETT COUNTY
Contact Area Director

ST. FRANCIS COUNTY
Shirley Taylor
870-270-2314
salttaylor2023@gmail.com

elaine_blair1912@yahoo.com
jbhltc98@gmail.com

LaDonna McBride
870-291-0971
ladonnamcbride62@
gmail.com

BAXTER COUNTY
Carol Wegerer
870-404-0318
carol.wegerer@gmail.com

CLEBURNE COUNTY
Sue West
870-668-3615
cswest@aristotle.net 

FULTON COUNTY
Contact Area Director

INDEPENDENCE CO.
Ann Stephenson
870-384-2315
astep424@gmail.com

IZARD COUNTY
Anna Floyd
870-307-3339
annafteacher@hotmail.com

JACKSON COUNTY
Vickie Williams
870-930-6438
vickiew2010@hotmail.com

MARION COUNTY
Contact Area Director

SEARCY COUNTY
Jackye Adams
870-504-0184
jackye46@windstream.net

SHARP COUNTY
Contact Area Director

STONE COUNTY
Contact Area Director

VAN BUREN COUNTY
Mark Gammill
501-253-0474
gammillm@gmail.com 

AREA III
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Anne Creekmore
870-733-4710
ajcreekmore@comcast.net

Barbara Hightower
870-295-2668
barhightower@aol.com

Robin Nichols
870-761-0100
robinp.nichols@gmail.com 

CLAY COUNTY
Contact Area Director

CRAIGHEAD COUNTY
Robin Nichols
870-761-0100
robinp.nichols@gmail.com

CRITTENDEN COUNTY
Claudie Forrest
870-636-1042
claudiemaples2@gmail.com

CROSS COUNTY
Contact Area Director

GREENE COUNTY
Paulette Parker
870-476-0113
fpp1944@yahoo.com

LAWRENCE/
 RANDOLPH COUNTIES
Mike Holland *
870-926-7450
mh_evergreen@hotmail.com

LEE COUNTY
Nancy Blount
870-295-1386
blount235789@yahoo.com

MISSISSIPPI COUNTY
Wanda Kemp
870-623-1770
wanda_kemp@yahoo.com

AREA IV
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Ellen Holmes
903-314-0466
ellen.holmes55@gmail.com 

Nellene Roberts
870-245-6599
nroberts@suddenlink.net

Elizabeth Tye
870-904-0382
etye@suddenlink.net

CLARK COUNTY
Glenda Aldridge
501-844-6629
glenda.aldridge@att.net

COLUMBIA/
LAFAYETTE COUNTIES
Annie Witcher
870-562-9394
preach2bfree@yahoo.com

HEMPSTEAD COUNTY
Glenda Clark
(903) 733-4624
glendenise@sbcglobal.net

HOWARD COUNTY
Judy Cassady
870-451-3953
ffnft59@gmail.com

LITTLE RIVER COUNTY
Linda Walker
903-293-0473
walkerlinda078@gmail.com

MILLER COUNTY
Cordia Metcalf
903-244-9585
cordiametcalf2020@
gmail.com

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE
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MONTGOMERY County
Contact Area Director

NEVADA COUNTY
Rita Byers
870-703-4524
rbyers@swat.coop

OUACHITA COUNTY
Leota Harvey
870-836-6062
leota45@hotmail.com

PIKE County
Contact Area Director

SEVIER COUNTY
Contact Area Director

DESHA COUNTY
Contact Area Director

DREW COUNTY
Contact Area Director

GRANT COUNTY
Jan Caldwell
870-941-2236
readz59@yahoo.com

JEFFERSON COUNTY
Vickie Liddell
870-550-2616
jmesvickieldd@sbcglobal.net

LINCOLN COUNTY
Mike Walker
870-866-0807
mike.walker63@icloud.com

UNION COUNTY
Sue Hull
870-314-0294
gsh6366@yahoo.com

AREA V
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Charles Freeman 870-538-
8344 cibf83521@gmail.com

Judy Gibson
870-723-3134
gjudy630@yahoo.com

Mary Liddell
870-643-2383
marylddll@yahoo.com

ARKANSAS COUNTY
Contact Area Director

ASHLEY COUNTY
Lucille Smith
870-500-0875
69lousgirl@gmail.com 

BRADLEY COUNTY
Marilyn Johnson
870-952-0421
granmarilyn@gmail.com 

CALHOUN COUNTY
Contact Area Director

CHICOT COUNTY
Charles Freeman 870-538-
8344 cibf83521@gmail.com 

CLEVELAND/
DALLAS COUNTIES
Debbie Cearley
870-866-6723
debbie.cearley61@yahoo.com

AREA VI
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
VACANT

CONWAY COUNTY
Donna Horita
501-208-2771
donnahorita@yahoo.com

FAULKNER COUNTY
Elizabeth Humphrey
501-329-8147
brhumphrey@conwaycorp.net

GARLAND COUNTY
Paula Bettis *
501-318-7670
mrs.paula.bettis@gmail.com

HOT SPRING COUNTY
Contact Area Director

PERRY COUNTY
Patti Allison
479-252-5590
pattiallison404@gmail.com

SALINE COUNTY
Debbie Huddleston
501-529-4348
dhudd1@swbell.net

* Last known/elected

AREA VII
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
David Cauldwell 479-721-
2747 dcauldwl@gmail.com

Berta Seitz-Cobbs 479-799-
4829
bertaseitzcobbs@gmail.com

BENTON COUNTY
Rogers RTA
David Cauldwell 479-721-
2747 dcauldwl@gmail.com

BOONE/NEWTON CO’S
Lynn Holmes
870-405-0782
lholmes1959@yahoo.com

CARROLL COUNTY
Contact Area Director

MADISON COUNTY
Contact Area Director

WASHINGTON CO.
Berta Seitz-Cobbs 479-466-
2142
bertaseitzcobbs@gmail.com

AREA VIII
ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS
Lori Black
501-985-1292
lbblack@yahoo.com

Liz Swinton
501-940-2135
lswinton@yahoo.com

LONOKE COUNTY
Contact Area Director

PRAIRIE COUNTY
Contact Area Director

PULASKI COUNTY
Little Rock Retired Teachers
Cassandra Norman
501-225-6399
cnorman.mcghee1908@
gmail.com

NLRSD REA
Lee Tackett *
501-251-3166
tack082859@gmail.com

No Pulaski Retired Teachers
Barry Matthews
501-590-1513
barrym13@yahoo.com

Retired Teachers & Other
Educators of Little Rock
Lillie Carter
501-207-5430
lilliecarter52@gmail.com

NOTES

AREA & LOCAL LEADERSHIP
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AREA V
The Garland County RTA awarded two scholarships this spring.
Recipients Karlie Carver and Kristen Sangster are both Elementary
Education majors attending the University of Arkansas at Monti-
cello. These scholarships reflect the association’s dedication to
encouraging and supporting future educators. 

Left to Right: Jean Sexton, GCRTA Secretary; Paula Bettis,
President; Kristen Sanger; Karlie Craver; Yvonne Neal, Vice
President; and Dana Lambert, Scholarship Committee Member.

see the friends I had worked with. At that time, I didn’t realize the
importance of what ARTA was designed to do. Due to the import-
ance of ARTA, I want to encourage each of you to reach out to other
retirees who are eligible to join ARTA. The best way to get new
members to join is through personal invitation.

I really appreciate all of those who have helped as I moved up from
vice president to president-elect, and now to president. Linda and
Tammy do an amazing job managing and maintaining the ARTA
office and taking care of ARTA business. They are always super
willing to help me with whatever I need and are patient as I ask my
many questions.

I have enjoyed getting to know Mr. Mike and working with him. He
made planning for my first board meeting seem like a walk in the
park. He shared his thoughts and listened to my thoughts and ideas
and helped put together an agenda that would serve us well for our
first meeting. ARTA is truly blessed to have Mr. Mike as our new 

President Byers, continued
executive director and I am looking forward to continuing to work
with him.

I’d also like to acknowledge Mark Gammill and Paulette Parker for
the leadership example that they set and for their encouragement and
willingness to help me as I became president. Susan Ridings and
Diana Kolman are both standing beside me just waiting to see what I
need them to do.

Most importantly, I’d like to thank each of you for placing your trust
in me as I spend this year leading ARTA. My goal is to be a leader
who listens to you and your thoughts concerning ARTA and the
direction we need to move. I am making plans to attend the area
leadership training this fall and look forward to meeting new
members in each area. 

Rita Byers
ARTA President

Perry County RTA member Patty Brazil dropped off the group’s
donation of water, Gatorade and snacks to the Perryville High
School Band. 

Local units can submit photos, news items and
story ideas to ARTA via text or email:

501-350-3916
tammy_arta@att.net

Follow us on Facebook to see more
local member photos and news.



Discover British Landscapes #1430168

An adventure fit for a Shakespearean tale takes you from verdant hillsides to bustling British
cities rich with culture. Sleepy villages, grassy slopes, mountainside lakes, and cities built upon
layers of history - these are the landscapes of Britain. Highlights include Edinburgh Castle, York
Minster, Chester, Conwy Castle, Stratford-upon-Avon, and a Traditional Afternoon Tea. Save
$100 pp - book by October 5, 2026.

April 18 - 27, 2027

Cultural Treasures of Japan #1430076

Immerse yourself in the ancient and
modern cultures of Japan. Discover
everything from peaceful temples to
technological marvels, all set against
the unimaginable natural beauty. High-
lights of this once in a lifetime trip are
too numerous to mention. 
Seat reduction date has passed -
call for availability.

May 6 - 19, 2027

Discover the Islands of New England #1430162

Explore New England’s majestic seaboards, from Rhode Island to Cape Cod. Explore the local
charms, walk along historic cobble-stone streets, and feel like a true New Englander. Highlights
include Newport, Plymouth Rock and Plymouth Harbor Cruise, Cape Cod, Nantucket, Martha’s
Vineyard and a Lobster Dinner. Save $200 pp - book by December 11, 2026.

June 25 - Jul 2, 2027

ARTA Travel Policy

ARTA members are invited to
participate in safe, affordable group
travel. Guests are welcome but
must travel with an ARTA member.
Whenever possible, ARTA trips
include a member of the ARTA staff.

BOOK EARLY - ARTA partners with
Collette Travel to offer customized
travel opportunities. Plans include a
reserved block of airline seats for
each trip. A deposit is required to
reserve your seat and to ensure
that you receive any advertised
savings. Reservations made after
the block is filled, or after the early
booking date has passed, are based
on availability and are subject to
current pricing. Prices include round
trip airfare from Little Rock National
Airport. Departures from alternates
gateways should be requested
when booking.

BOOK ONLINE -
www.artanow.com/travel
includes links to the itinerary,
pricing and online reservation form
for each Collette trip.

BOOK DIRECT - Collette Travel
also offers a direct booking method.
Call 1-800-581-8942 and refer to
the booking number provided for
each trip.

MOTOR COACH TRIPS - ARTA
contracts with local companies for
motor coach trips to U.S.
destinations. Bus trips require a
minimum number of travelers
booked with deposit. Reservations
are made on a first come-first serve
basis.

For general questions about
traveling with ARTA or to suggest a
trip, contact the ARTA office at
501-375-2958.
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Discover Canadian Rockies #1430176

From scenic mountains and valleys to
the stunning Lake Louise, explore the
best of Western Canada via the famous
Rocky Mountaineer train. Set off on a
mesmerizing voyage from Vancouver,
British Columbia to Calgary, Alberta.
Highlights along the way include
Grouse Mountain, Stanley Park, Lake
Louise, Banff, Icefields Parkway,
Athabasca Glacier, and Peyto Lake.
Save $200 pp - book by November
16, 2026.

August 18-15, 2027



Painted Canyons of the West

Trek across the Southwest as you take in the sienna-colored canyons,
towering spires, and desert landscapes found in Utah’s five national
parks. Explore the kaleidoscope of colors found in America’s rocky
western landscapes as you visit Arches National Park, Canyonlands
National Park, Dead Horse Point State Park, Capitol Reef National
Park, Bryce Canyon National Park, and Zion National Park. Other
highlights include Colorado National Monument, a visit to a family-
owned vineyard and stops in Moab and Las Vegas. Save $150 pp - 
book by March 12, 2027.

September 19 - 27, 2027          #1430014

Spotlight on the French Riviera

Uncover the chic resorts, sun-soaked beaches, and elegant allure that
attract the rich and famous to the exquisite French Riviera. Unpack for a
leisurely multi-night stay, embracing the luxury and breathtaking beauty
of the Côte d’Azur. Highlights include Nice Flower Market and Food
Tour, Monaco, Monte Carlo, Hilltop Village of Eze, a Perfumery
Workshop, Menton, Cannes, St. Paul de Vence and a Wine Tasting on
Saint-Honorat Island. Save $100 pp - book by March 25, 2027.

Sept 30 - Oct 8, 2027                #1430013

Northern Lights of Finland

Embark on a winter adventure to the magical landscapes of Finnish
Lapland. Explore Helsinki, “Daughter of the Baltic”, then search for the
breathtaking northern lights, lead your very own dog sled team, meet
the reindeer on an evening sled ride, and spend a night in a glass igloo.
Save $150 pp - book by May 3, 2027.

November 2 - 9, 2027               #1430012

Christmas on the Danube

Welcome winter by relaxing on a timeless trip down the Danube River.
Be transported to beloved cities, where age-old culture is interwoven
into seasonal specialties. Peruse handcrafted trinkets, traditional sweets,
and infectious holiday cheer as you make your way through some of
Europe’s most renowned Christmas markets. Highlights include Vienna,
Wurzburg, Rothenburg, Nuremburg, Regensburg, Passau, Wachau
Valley, Melk Abbey and Durnstein. Save $50 pp - book by November
31, 2026.

December 13 - 21, 2027            #1336122

ARTA Travel
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Arkansas County
Kay L. Davis
Sadie M. Love
Mary E. Shores

Ashley County
Rhonda D. Brooks
Emma J. Cornelius
Marilyn K. Lawrence
Donna G. Rogers
Diane R. Watt

“These immortal dead who live again in minds made better by their presence”

Cleveland County
Beverly A. Brown
Anna S. Post
Ronald K. Workman

Columbia County
Darrell L. Jones
James O. King
Katie R. Marshall

Conway County
Angela G. Pennington

Craighead County
Randall L. Bowers
Jamie N. Christian
Bonita M. Fields
Zane A. Gragg
Frances M. McClelland
Kathy J. Montgomery
Barbara A. Peterson
Linda S. Roberts
Wanda S. Sawyer

Crawford County
John W. Grant
Lynn M. Kane
Hilda R. Valentine

Crittenden County
Marilyn R. Bennett
Samuel Miller
Tamara L. Rogers
Fred W. Starkey

Cross County
Anita H. Thwing
Dovie L. Smith

Dallas County
Rebecca K. Whitehead

Desha County
Cindy M. Biggs
Sandra Horn
Mary A. Tullis

Drew County
Donna G. Forrest
Martha F. Read

Faulkner County
Monica A. Bausom
Raymond L. Bush
Kimmie R. Cleveland
Carol S. Daves
Dorothy L. Hale
Shirley J. Hall
Jane C. Hankins

Faulkner County
Columbus S. Lewis, Jr.
Daniel M. Slay

Franklin County
James A. Ford
Robert C. Sigman

Fulton County
Jerry L. Moody

Garland County
Glen M. Clark
Sylvia C. Disheroon
Andrea M. Fletcher
Ellen K. Goolsby
Betty S. Mitchell
Jewel L. Singleton

Grant County
Carolyn S. Fultz
Sheri R. Umholtz

Greene County
Phyllis Adams
Betty J. Brewer
Catherine M. Lattus
Linda K. Wagner

Hot Spring County
Philip M. Clem
Barbara W. Draper
Olivia A. Pierce
Mary C. Sampson

Independence County
Betty S. King
Janet E. Davis
Cecil Hendrickson, Jr.
Jessie M. Melton

Jackson County
Rachel M. Ethridge
Joy C. Mccoy
Valerie S. Inman

Jefferson County
Toni C. Archer
Gloria D. Bell
Virginia S. Bolden
Vernester B. Farver
Dilcy D. Glien
Robert E. Hollis
Delores B. King
Mary B. Lee
Charlene E. Moring
John W. Pennington
Betty Sloan
Joyce Smith

Jefferson County
Donna P. Stewart
Charles R. White
Sherry L. Witt

Johnson County
Nancy A. Fikes
Sidney D. Garrett
Sandra R. Jacobs
Jerry D. Robertson

Lafayette County
Mary A. Cowling
Linda K. McDonald

Lawrence County
Barbara A. Gibbens
Anna L. Shaw

Lincoln County
Brames Jackson

Little River County
Gary D. Gregory
Mickey W. Lewis
Jacqueline D. Wiseman

Logan County
Larry T. Mainer

Lonoke County
Nancy L. Alvis
Barbara J. Bibbs
Vicki E. Davis
Robert J. Monk
Cynthia C. Omholt
Janet L. Pasley

Madison County
Donald W. Herring
Ed R. Murrell
Billy F. Randall

Marion County
Anthony L. Cox
Sharon G. Urioste

Miller County
Patricia A. Cleveland
Edwin J. Deaver
Patricia L. Ferguson
Don G. Kyle
Aletha Marlin
Debra K. Thomas

Mississippi County
Doris J. Berry
Gewenith B. Brownlee
Tony L. Jefferson, Sr.

Mississippi County
Rosalind M. McClendon
Earlene Suthern
Janet L. Walker

Nevada County
Franklin D. Henson

Ouachita County
Dorothy B. Everett
Murlene McCoy
Leodis Nelson

Perry County
Patsy A. Smith

Pike County
Georgia I. Ballard
Patsy S. Shaw

Poinsett County
Wanda L. Lacy
Billie T. Richards
Carol D. Winchester

Polk County
Betty R. Owens
Jimmie S. Robbins
Mac W. Westmoreland

Pope County
Margaret S. Alexander
Amber D. Beatty
Hal D. Cooper
Mary A. Davis
Hosa L. Shepherd
Linda F. Woods

Prairie County
Dennis N. Chadwick

Pulaski County
Fred L. Abraham, Jr.
Jacqueline Baltimore
Robert R. Bookhout
Mildred A. Carter
Betty J. Cole
Phyllis F. Cowell
Mary J. Curtis
Mattie L. Davidson
Billie K. Doster
Travis (Penny) Farrar
Ruth A. Fauntleroy
Mary J. Fine
Craig M. Fraiser
Mae E. Gettis
Mattie P. Gibson

Continued, page 11
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Baxter County
Debra L. Blount
Glenda Z. Koen
Donald L. Webb

Benton County
Cynthia R. Barmann
Georgia R. Compton
Lillian S. Cornwell
Linda U. Crawford
Frank L. Dees
Karen K. Digby
Nona G. Grubbs
Jewel L. Jones
Jane E. Renfrow
Joe E. Thurstenson
Elizabeth A. Usher
Loretta J. White
Linda M. Williams

Boone County
Ethel F. Bogle
Susan L. Street

Bradley County
William A. Anders
Sandy Hollingsworth
Billy J. Watson

Carroll County
Orville T. Sinclair

Clark County
Barbara J. Baker
Margaret M. Brazil
Bobby W. Cowling
Pamala H. Harris
John F. Thrasher
Lillie M. White

Clay County
Lavonda Benson
Charles M. Farrow
Janet M. Kilbreath

Cleburne County
Carolyn A. McAnally
Garry G. Siler



In Memoriam, continued

Thanks to the thoughtfulness and generosity of members and friends, $2,058.80 in memorials, honorariums and donations were contributed to ARTA in
the last three-month period. An additional $905.50 contributed by Life Continuing and Continuing Plus members and $1,871.00 in auction proceeds
from the convention brings the total to $3,508.50.

Your gifts to ARTA, for whatever reason, are greatly appreciated and are a meaningful and substantive part of funding the ARTA Grants Program. This
program funds grants to Arkansas public-school personnel to further their own education.

May, June, July

Ashley County RTA
In Memory of:
Emma Jean Cornelius
Mary Dell Harrod

Clark County RTA
In Honor of:
Pamela Harris

Craighead County RTA
ARTA Grants Fund

Faulkner County RTA
In Memory of:
Bettye Balmaz

Franklin County RSEA
In Memory of:
Betty Harris
Donna Morey
Cora Ann Weir

Greene County RTA
In Memory of:
Phyllis Dianne Adams
Catherine Mason Lattus
Kenneth Laverne Swan

Nevada County RTA
In Memory of:
Frank Henson

North Pulaski RTA
In Memory of:
Donna Morey

South Pulaski RTA
ARTA Grants Fund

Woodruff County RTA
In Memory of:
Kitty Hopkins
Carolyn Kittrell

Wallace Aspinwall
In Memory of:
Sandra J. Anderson
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Pulaski County
Luellen T. Hart
Eric C. Holloway
Kaye F. Hood
Harriett M. Hoof
Zephyr L. Horton
Sally S. Johnson
Earnestine Jones
Jo A. Jones
Rhonda R. Jones
Mary L. Langford
Ottimis Lloyd
Meegan A. McCafferty
Marie A. McNeal
Kenneth R. Miller
Kent L. Moore
Sharon J. Moran
Barbara N. Newborn
Kathleen M. Nickels
May B. Perkins
Holly H. Powell
Dora L. Romes
Ginger G. Smith
Lucille Spivey
Robert E. Stacey
Dorie T. Summons
Ella L. Taylor
Robbie J. Thomason
Sue M. Walker
Margaret A. Wallace
Charles E. Watson
Patty E. Wilks
Nanette E. Williamson
Richard C. Wiseman
Maud W. Woods

Sevier County
Marie Bollinger
William H. Kolb

St. Francis County
Lisa L. Hixon
Lillie M. Lane
Jeanne T. Verlenden

Stone County
Odis D. Stevens

Union County
Alan M. Butler
Melvin E. Dunn
John E. Gross
Jean M. Nixon
Aprile D. Richardson
James R. Walters

Van Buren County
William A. Brecheen

Washington County
Dorothy L. Blythe
Linda D. Bradberry
Fredina Collins
Randy J. Cox
Oleta P. Danforth
Jimmie D. Gray
Nell M. Griffin
Martha J. Kauffman
Juanita McCracken
Mary E. Snyder
Edward A. Sweeney

Randolph County
Allen D. Bennett
Rena A. Graddy
Sandra J. Kincade

Washington County
Edna F. Vernon
Ben R. Williamson

White County
Laurence D. Covington
Pamela G. Harrison
Sheran E. Herrin
Frankie O. Holland
Mary E. Russell
Gary L. Scroggs
Christopher E. Stevens
Vicki L. Tarpley
Joan E. Usery

Woodruff County
Dorothy C. Neal

Yell County
Vicki L. Hall
Billy G. Milligan
Lola M. Smith

Out of State
Laquita F. Barth
James A. Bass
Harry B. Bickle
Robert D. Brown
Jean E. Burns
Wanda L. Calhoun
Saba Chaudry
Loreen D. Cummings
Nancy M. Daniel
Phyllis M. Davis
Dorothy D. Deberry

Scott County
Sandra J. Anderson

Searcy Coounty
Mary M. Horton
Angela C. Rodrigues

Saline County
Byron P. Ames
Rebecca A. Blanzenski
Mary H. Coop
Bobbie J. Edmonson
David E. Gibbs
Diana Grant
Alice D. McMillan
Linda A. Varner
Thomas E. Wallace
Dennis E. Ward
Rudy V. Whitfield
Jane B. Wilmoth

Sebastian County
Joy C. Armbruster
Roger E. Baldwin
Iris A. Bruce
Darlene J. Durham
Clyde Mendenhall
Jimmy S. Mooneyham
Sandra L. Palmer
Peggy J. Warren
Tony D. Waters

Out of State
Jimmy P. Franks
Mignon F. Frazier
Carrie R. Griffith
Jo A. Henton
Mary J. Hicks
Mary N. Johnson
Kathryn E. Kelley
Kathy P. Kight
Shashi G. Krishna
Thomas G. Marbry
Carolyn B. McGee
Mary E. McLoud
Benny C. Mitchell
Barry G. Murdock
Nancy R. Nelson
Kenneth E. Parker
Herbert Parr
Doris A. Pharr
Dorothy A. Richards
Miles R. Shopfner
Everlene Stuart
Stanley M. Whitlow

Linda Derden
In Memory of:
Donna Morey

Donna Morgan
In Memory of:
Phyllis A. Frazer

Ella Walker-Rolfe
In Memory of:
Donna Morey
Carolyn Carpenter Parsons

Dr. & Mrs. Jim Works
In Memory of:
Shashi Krishna

Stanley & Jeanne Wells
In Honor of:
Jay Crowley
Terry Crowley
Jennifer McDonald
Stacy Mitchum
Susie Potts
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Your membership type
follows your name on the
address portion at right:

27 - Annual Member, valid
through June 30

CM - Continuing Member
CM+ - Continuing Plus

LM - Life Member
LC - Life Continuing

Arkansas Retired Teachers Association
1200 Commerce St Ste 103   *   Little Rock, AR  72202

artanow.com

Arkansas Retired Teachers Association Membership

JOIN, RENEW OR CHANGE YOUR MEMBERSHIP
1. ___ I elect to have $2 per month deducted from my benefit check for ARTA dues (CONTINUING MEMBER, CM) *     
2. ___ I elect to have $20 deducted from my benefit check for 12 months for a total of $240 (LIFE MEMBER, LM) *
3. ___ One-time payment of $240 enclosed (LIFE MEMBER, LM)
4. ___ I am already a Life Member AND elect to have $_____ per month deducted from my benefit check for the  
          ARTA Grant Fund (LIFE CONTINUING MEMBER, LC) *
5. ___ Payment of $36 enclosed (ANNUAL MEMBER, July 1—June 30)
6. ___ Contact information change ONLY

* You are authorizing the Arkansas Teacher Retirement System to deduct your ARTA dues from
your monthly benefit check. This authorization may be canceled only by a written notice from you to

ARTA (the association) or ATRS (the retirement system). 

 Name ___________________________________ Signature*___________________________________

Address ________________________________________________ Telephone ____________________

City/State/Zip _________________________________________________________________________

County _______________________________ Social Security Number (last four digits only) __________

Email _______________________________________________________ Date ____________________

Send completed form and applicable payment to:
ARTA Membership, 1200 Commerce Street Ste 103, Little Rock, AR 72202

PRST STD
U.S.POSTAGE

PAID
Permit No. 225
Little Rock, AR
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