
Volume 59, Number 3  |  Parkview Towers  1200 Commerce Street Ste. 103  Little Rock, AR 72202  501-375-2958  |  Spring 2017 

STAY 

CONNECTED 
Please let us know if you or 

an ARTA member you know 

has moved. Call us toll free 

at 1-888-929-0955 

or locally at 375-2958. 

You can also help us stay in 

touch between newsletters 

by sharing your email 

address with us at 

office_arta@att.net. 

Area Spring Conferences Announced 
The dates and locations of the Area Spring Conferences have been announced as follows: 

These regional meetings are for the benefit 

of ARTA members in each of the six mem-

bership areas. 

Programs typically include a business meet-

ing, speakers and entertainment. The ARTA 

leadership and staff will be available to pro-

vide training and information on a variety of 

topics. Additionally, a representative of the 

Arkansas Teacher Retirement System usual-

ly reports on the business of the system. 

All members, especially incoming and out-

going unit presidents, are encouraged to 

make plans to attend one of these fun, in-

formative meetings with their colleagues. 

For more detailed information about each 

conference, contact the area director listed 

to the left. 

Area I 

May 3  Fort Smith Presbyterian Church 

Contact:  Linda Riley, 479-651-3621 

Area II 

May 9  First Baptist Church, Batesville 

Contact:  Sue West, 870-668-3615  

Area III 

May 11  Jonesboro SW Church of Christ 

Contact:  Jessica Foster, 870-275-6885 

Area IV 

May 2  DeQueen, location TBA 

Contact:  Sue Ward, 903-748-8996 

Area V 

May 16  Sheridan 1st United Methodist Church 

Contact:  Lura Campbell, 870-247-4734 

Area VI 

May 4  Second Presbyterian Church 

   Cantrell Road, Little Rock 

Contact:  Linda Remele, 501-392-6184 

SAVE THE DATE 
Annual State Convention 

September 26, 2017 

Benton, AR 

TAX 

STATEMENTS 

Income statements for 

tax purposes (1099s) 

are sent from the 

Arkansas Teacher 

Retirement System. 

If you have not received 

your statement, contact 

ATRS directly at 

1-800-666-2877. 

The 1st Regular Session of the 91st General 

Assembly has convened and legislators are busy 

reviewing the hundreds of bills that have been 

filed. Among these bills are those addressing 

taxes, health care, education, services for the 

elderly and Arkansas’ public employee retire-

ment systems. Also among these bills are the 20 

bills proposed by the Arkansas Teacher Retire-

ment System. 

The ARTA leadership and members of the leg-

islative committee have been working diligently 

to monitor the progress of the ATRS bills as 

well as others of interest to retired and current 

public school employees. 

If you would like to be informed quickly and 

concisely of legislative matters, be sure to sub-

scribe when prompted at www.artanow.com or 

by emailing a request to subscribe to 

office_arta@att.net. You can also find us on 

Facebook. 

We have also included a variety of helpful re-

sources for legislative advocacy on pages 4 and 

5 of this publication. 

ARTA Members Prepared for Legislative Session 

Find us on Facebook 

and on the web at 

www.artanow.com 



President’s Message 

Help ARTA Grow 
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Arkansas Retired Teachers Association 
Inside Pulaski County: 501-375-2958 

Toll Free (Nationwide): 1-888-929-0955 

Fax: 501-376-0955 

E-mail: office_arta@att.net 

www.artanow.com 

 

Arkansas Teacher Retirement System 

Retirement Benefits and Checks 
Inside Pulaski County: 501-682-1517 

Toll Free (Nationwide): 1-800-666-2877 

E-mail: info@artrs.gov 

www.artrs.gov 

 

Arkansas Employee Benefits Division 

(Health and Life Insurance) 
Inside Pulaski County: 501-682-9656 

Toll Free (Nationwide): 1-877-815-1017 

E:mail: AskEBD@dfa.state.ar.us 

www.arbenefits.org 

 

Long Term Care Insurance 

Cancer/Heart/Stroke 

Dental & Vision Insurance 

Medicare Products 

Mary Alice Hughes 

Lisa Bamburg 

501-988-2726 

Email: info@ia-office.com 

www.ia-office.com 

 

Matt Hughes 

479-967-1339 

matt@matthughesinsurance.com 

 

Delta Dental Insurance 

501-988-2726 

www.deltadentalar.com 

The Interlink is published by 

Arkansas Retired Teachers Association 

Parkview Towers, 1200 Commerce, Ste. 103 

Little Rock, AR 72202 

James Morris ………….…………... President 

Paulette Parker ……………. President-Elect 

Bob Thompson ……….….… Vice President 

Sue West …….…………....………. Secretary 

Donna Morey ……….… Executive Director 

Mary Huie ……….…. Office/Travel Manager 

Tammy Gray …….....…….. Communications 

Important 
Contact Information 

As I am writing this article in mid-February, the tempera-

tures are in the high 60’s and low 70’s. It seems that the 

spring season is here now. I grew up on a farm in South 

Arkansas and taught high school agriculture for the first 

half of my career in education. This may be one reason that 

I enjoy spring, which brings new beginnings from nature, 

so much each year. Without fail the early spring flowers 

bloom, trees leaf out and the farmers plant crops with great 

expectations. 

I want each ARTA member to consider spring a time for ARTA to bloom, grow, and 

produce new members. This is a good time for planning to engage and recruit the 

new retirees as members locally and also as state members.  There is a large group of 

retirees that are not ARTA members. Now may be a good time for each local member 

and unit to reach out to those nonmember retirees and get them as new members. I 

would ask, along with the membership committee, that each member strive to enroll 

retirees that are not ARTA members. ARTA and our retirement system is strong be-

cause of past and current members, but we need more retirees involved if we are to 

keep a strong organization and retirement system for future generations. Increased 

membership allows ARTA to consider new opportunities and possibilities, remain a 

strong, viable organization providing services to its members, and ensure we are there 

for the next generation of retirees.  

The current Area Board Member and four Area Directors along with the hosting local 

unit have been planning for the Annual Area Spring Meetings. These meetings pro-

vide an opportunity for local ARTA units to come together to learn, to meet with fel-

low retirees and the ARTA Executive Director, Donna Morey, Communication Coor-

dinator, Tammy Gray, and Travel Coordinator, Mary Huie. These three ladies main-

tain the daily duties of ARTA and provide support for the state officers and ARTA 

Board, as well as area and local units of ARTA.  Each area should have representa-

tives from the local units attending the 2017 Area Spring Meetings to elect an Area 

Board Member and two Area Directors. These three individuals, along with the two 

continuing Area Directors, will represent your area on ARTA’s State Board. At the 

2016 ARTA State Convention the members voted to change the number of standing 

committees from the nine committees to six committees. Each of the six committees 

has representatives from each of the six areas of the state. Representatives for these 

six standing committees should also be elected at the 2017 Area Spring Meetings.  

There are many opportunities to serve in ARTA at local, area and state level.  

I have about one third of my term as president remaining. As I reflect back to July 

2016, I am amazed at how fast the time has passed but also at all the activity that has 

taken place within ARTA. I have attended board meetings, the ARTA State Conven-

tion, committee meetings, and local unit meetings.  I am scheduled to attend several 

local unit meetings this spring and also plan to attend all of the six Area Spring Meet-

ings. Some of the activity happens on the state level, but local units are the heart and 

soul of ARTA. As your local unit elects new officers and makes plans for the 2017-

2018 year, please include becoming involved at the area level - attend the 2017 Area 

Spring Meetings of your area and possibly actively seek to serve in a position at the 

area or state level. We need all to become more involved in ARTA. I am asking that 

each of you support ARTA. Help ARTA grow and help it better serve its member-

ship.                                                                         James Morris, ARTA President 

mailto:AskEBD@dfa.state.ar.us


Message from the Executive Director 

Active Leadership 

The ARTA Board of Directors met January 31st to conduct the 

business of the association. We are closely monitoring the Joint 

Committee on Public Retirement and Social Security of the Ar-

kansas 91st General Assembly. You will find the names and con-

tacts of the committee members in this publication. At the time 

of writing, the bills filed which affect ATRS are changes that the 

ATRS Board of Trustees approved. There is a shell bill floating 

that could be fleshed out which is NOT a product of ATRS mem-

bers. Please stay informed on the issues that affect current and 

future public school retirees. There may be the need for a call to 

action from each of you before the session adjourns. 

Mark your calendars for the AR-

TA Area Spring Leadership Con-

ferences listed in this issue. Each 

year one ARTA board member is 

elected from the floor to represent 

each area for one year. Any AR-

TA member present may submit 

their name for consideration at the Spring meeting. There are 

also area director positions with staggering terms elected from 

the members present. Also, one area elects from the floor a mem-

ber to be the ARTA Vice President. This year that position will 

be selected from Area V. The ARTA leadership expectation is 

that all newly-elected and current local officers attend the Spring 

Conference in their area to receive training on their positions. 

The day is fun  and fellowship with other retired educators who 

all enjoy the benefits of our great retirement system in Arkansas. 

Mr. Hopkins or a representative from 

ATRS is on the program to share 

about the system. There are so many 

wonderful ATRS investments helping 

bring jobs to Arkansas highlighted. 

This brings personal pride from being 

a member of the ATRS. I share this 

information with the general ARTA membership so that each of 

you may have a better understanding of the governance structure. 

My hope is that each of you are enjoying an active retirement. 

Our local units compile the num-

ber of volunteer hours that mem-

bers contribute to their local com-

munities. Those totals are shared 

at the Annual ARTA State Con-

vention. This is also a component 

of our relationship with AARP/

NRTA – to give back by volun-

teering. As a reminder, if you are an AARP member, you can be 

a member of the NRTA without any additional yearly dues. 

There is a link on the AARP website to register as a retired edu-

cator. Please take the time to make that designation. ARTA re-

ceives support from NRTA, so the more members from Arkansas 

RTA, the better. 

Highest Regards, 

Donna 

“No man will make a great leader who 

wants to do it all himself or get all the 

credit for doing it.”  
        ― Andrew Carnegie 

Carroll County 

Beverly A. Kepford 

Clark County 

Diana Boyce 

Cross County 

Judith Lynn Gardner 

Faulkner County 

Linda L. Lewis 

Franklin County 

Linda D. Bates 

 

Greene County 

Tammy Lynn Coe 

Tommy L. Gerrish 

Hot Spring County 

Mary Lavergne 

Independence Co. 

Charlotte J. Pillow 

Jackson County 

Karen R. Stanfield 

Jefferson County 

Patricia W. Gregory 

Lee County 

Bernice Hill 

Miller County 

Jan Lewis 

Monroe County 

Sherrin A. Wilson 

Phillips County 

Cuarlstine Thomas 

Pearl Walker 

 

 

Pulaski County 

Bobbie Holloway 

Eric C. Holloway 

Julia F. Lloyd 

Elizabeth A. Lucker 

J. Jean Moses 

Saline County 

Judy Geurin 

Annette Haley 

Sebastian County 

Duvalla Ruth Ollard 

 

Union County 

Rozine L. Owens 

White County 

Teresa Moore 

Yell County 

Randy L. Isley 

Welcome New Life Members 
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Constituent Resources 
Visiting the Capitol 

The Capitol is located at 500 Woodlane Street, Little Rock, 

AR  72201. It is open from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays. 

Parking and other information is available at 

www.sos.arkansas.gov. 

All visitors must go through security. 

Elevators are found on the east side of each floor. 

Restrooms are located on the first floor and in the basement. 

Public wi-fi is available throughout most of the building. 

The Arkansas House of Representatives is located on the 

north end of the third floor. The House Gallery, available to 

the public, is located on the fourth floor. Visitors must sign in 

to see staff. The House livestreams its committee meetings on 

the House website, www.arkansashouse.org 

The Arkansas Senate is located at the south end of the third 

floor. The Senate Gallery, available to the public, is located 

on the fourth floor. Visitors must sign in to see staff. 

During the session “Red Coat” guides are available to assist 

visitors. 

The legislative meeting schedule is posted at 

www.arkleg.state.ar.us. Always check the schedule before 

traveling! 

Visiting a Legislator 

If you would like to meet with a legislator, ask a “Red Coat” 

to send a note into the chamber. If the legislator is inside and 

is free to speak, he or she should step outside to visit with 

you. 

You can also make an appointment with a legislator by con-

tacting his or her office. 

Contacting a Legislator 

Information about each legislator, including his or her phone 

number, email address, mailing address, committee member-

ship and biography is listed on each chamber web site and the 

State Legislature website. 

Arkansas House   www.arkansashouse.org 

Arkansas Senate  www.arkansas.senate.gov/senate 

Arkansas Legislature www.arkleg.state.ar.us 

Contacting the Governor 

The Governor’s office is located on the north end of the sec-

ond floor. You can call his office at 501-682-2345, tweet at 

him (@AsaHutchison) or use the contact form found at 

www.governor.arkansas.gov. 

Send a Message to Members 

Arkansas House 

501-682-6211 (In-Session) 

501-682-7771 (Out-of-Session) 

Arkansas Senate 

501-682-2902 (In-Session) 

501-682-6107 (Out-of-Session) 

When constituents call the in-session number and ask to leave a message for a legislator, a note is left on his 

or her desk. A stack of messages indicating “for” or “against” can send a real message to elected officials! 

To download and print the complete publication of The Determined Constituent—Guide to the Arkansas Capitol, visit 

http://gregleding.com/determined-constituent-guide. 
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Constituent Resources 
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Joint Committee on Public Retirement and 

Social Security Programs 

This committee reviews the actuarial solvency, adequacy of benefits, and all other aspects of 

the publicly supported retirement systems of the state.  

Additional Resources 

Senate Committee Members 

Bart Hester, Chair 

Senate District 1 

479-531-4176 

bart.hester@senate.ar.gov 

Blake Johnson, Vice Chair 

Senate District 20 

870-323-1766 

blake.johnson@senate.ar.gov  

Eddie Cheatham 

Senate District 26 

870-364-5659 

eddie.cheatham@senate.ar.gov 

Linda Chesterfield 

Senate District 30 

501-888-1859 

lchesterfield@comcast.net 

Joyce Elliott 

Senate District 31 

501-603-9546 

joyce.elliott@senate.ar.gov 

Jane English 

Senate District 34 

501-257-7670 

jane.english@senate.ar.gov  

Jeremy Hutchinson 

Senate District 33 

501-773-3760 

jeremy.hutchinson@senate.ar.gov 

Jason Rapert 

Senate District 35 

501-336-0918 

jason.rapert@senate.ar.gov  

Bill Sample 

Senate District 14 

501-624-3445 

bill.sample@senate.ar.gov 

Larry Teague 

Senate District 10 

870-845-5303 

larry.teague@senate.ar.gov 

 

 

House Committee Members 

Douglas House, Chair 

House District 40 

501-590-1055 

housedouglas@gmail.com 

Gary Deffenbaugh, Vice Chair 

House District 79 

479-719-8197 

gary.deffenbaugh@arkansashouse.org 

Fred Allen 

House District 30 

501-804-7844 

fredallenn99@comcast.net 

 

Bruce Coleman 

House District 81 

479-806-6825 

bruce.coleman@ 

arkansashouse.org 

Bob Johnson 

House District 42 

501-982-1975 

bobjohnsoncpa@gmail.com 

Ron McNair 

House District 98 

870-754-7962 

rmcnair1950@gmail.com  

David Meeks 

House District 70 

501-277-9340 

david.meeks@arkansashouse.org 

Clint Penzo 

House District 88 

479-466-6681 

clint.penzo@arkansashouse.org 

Johnny Rye 

House District 54 

870-919-3690 

johnny.rye@arkansashouse.org 

Les Warren 

House District 25 

501-623-5165 

les@hstitle.com 

ATRS Executive Director Updates 

Subscribe at www.artrs.gov/ or follow on Facebook and 

Twitter 

2017 Arkansas Legislative Roster  

App developed by Electric Cooperatives of Arkansas. Availa-

ble on the App Store and on GooglePlay for Android. 

www.artanow.com 

Subscribe to our email notification list or download a variety 

of materials to share with elected officials, potential mem-

bers and others. 



Area News 
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Area I Area II 

Area III Area IV 

The St. Francis County RTA recently honored Ed-

ward Norman (CM), for being the oldest member of 

the group. Norman, 90, was given a plaque by the 

members of the group. Pictured with Mr. Norman 

are, from left: Norman’s daughter, Mary Allen, Lola 

Chalmers (LM), Johnette Crumbly, Lula Pitts (CM), 

Elizabeth McNutt (LM) and SFCRTA president John-

nie Toney (CM). 

Six members of the Miller County Retired Teachers 

Association shopped for two seniors from the Sal-

vation Army Angel Tree. They got most of their 

needs, some of their wants and a few surprises. This 

is a project that the MCRTA enjoys doing each year. 

Area I will hold its annual spring conference on Wednes-

day, May 3, 2017. ARTA members from Benton, Carroll, 

Crawford, Franklin, Johnson, Logan, Madison, Newton, 

Polk, Pope, Scott, Sebastian Washington and Yell Counties 

are invited to attend. Local unit presidents and board mem-

bers are especially encouraged to participate. 

Area II will hold its annual spring conference on Tuesday, 

May 9, 2017. ARTA members from Baxter, Boone, 

Cleburne, Fulton, Independence, Izard, Jackson, Marion, 

Searcy, Sharp, Stone, Van Buren, White and Woodruff  

Counties are invited to attend. Local unit presidents and 

board members are especially encouraged to participate. 

Applications for the Parsons-Burnett Scholarship Grant are now available on the ARTA web site. 

Practicing educators in Arkansas’ public schools, who are interested in furthering their education, 

are encouraged to apply. The deadline to apply is June 15, 2017. 



Other News 
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2017ATRS BENEFIT 

PAYMENT SCHEDULE 

 CHECKS MAILED  DIRECT DEPOSIT 

 March 24, 2016  March 28, 2016 

 April 26, 2016  April 28, 2016 

 May 25, 2016  May 30, 2016 

 June 27, 2016  June 29, 2016 

 July 26, 2016  July 28, 2016 

 August 25, 2016  August 29, 2016 

 September 26, 2016  September 28, 2016 

 October 26, 2016  October 30, 2016 

 November 20, 2016  November 22, 2016 

 December 20, 2016  December 22, 2016 

Area V 

Area VI 

Area V membership chairs and presidents met to 

discuss ways to promote ARTA membership. The 

membership co-chairs reported that the meeting re-

sulted in some good conversations and ideas for the 

committee and local units. Seated from left: Brenda 

Hopkins (LM), Anne Smith (AM). Standing from left: 

Etoyle Mouser (LC), Ann Ritter (CM), Betty Coles 

(CM), Lura Campbell (LM). Not pictured: Pat Rauls 

(LM), Rebecca Whitehead (CM). 

Area VI will hold its annual spring conference on Thurs-

day, May 4, 2017. ARTA members from Conway, Faulk-

ner, Garland, Hot Spring, Lonoke, Monroe, Perry, Prairie, 

Pulaski and Saline Counties are invited to attend. Local 

unit presidents and board members are especially encour-

aged to participate. 

The Medicare Access and CHIP Reauthorization Act 

(MACRA) of 2015 requires the removal of Social Security 

numbers (SSNs) from all Medicare cards by 2019.  

Each person enrolled in Medicare will be assigned a new num-

ber and will be sent a new Medicare card. The new randomly 

generated Medicare Beneficiary Identifier (MBI) or Medicare 

number will replace the SSN-based Health Insurance Claim 

Number (HICN) on new Medicare cards. 

The new number will be clearly different than the current Med-

icare number—it will be 11 characters in length and will be 

made up only of numbers and uppercase letters (no special 

characters.) The new number is confidential like the SSN and 

should be protected—do not carry it with you; do not give the 

number out to people over the phone. 

The new number will not change your Medicare benefits. You 

may start using the new Medicare cards and numbers as soon as 

you get them.  

Medicare Card Changes 

The Employee Benefits Division, which administers state em-

ployee health insurance, did not issue new cards for 2017. 

If you did not make any changes to your plan during Open En-

rollment your current card is still valid. If you made changes 

during Open Enrollment, you should have received a new card. 

If you need a new card, contact EBD Member Services at 501-

682-9656 or at 877-815-1017 ext. 1. 

State Insurance Cards 

SUBMISSIONS 

ARTA welcomes your news, photos and story ideas 
at any time. Submissions may be sent to tam-
my_arta@att.net or 1200 Commerce Suite 103, 
Little Rock, AR 72202. Include a SASE to have pho-
tos and materials returned to you. They will be in-
cluded in the INTERLINK as space allows. Submis-
sions may also be shared via social media unless 
specified otherwise. The deadline for inclusion in the 

next issue is April 15, 2017.  



Travel Opportunities 

ARTA members and their families are invited to join us for fun 

and exciting trips of a lifetime! Guests are welcome but must 

travel with an ARTA member. Whenever possible, ARTA trips 

are escorted by the ARTA Travel Manager or the ARTA Exec-

utive Director. A detailed itinerary and the cost for each trip are 

available by calling the ARTA office at 501-375-2958 or by 

visiting our website artanow.com. ARTA reserves 25 airline 

seats with Collette for each trip. Therefore, an early book-

ing with deposit will help ensure your airline seat and a 

price reduction. Reservations made after ARTA’s airline 

reserve of seats are booked or the seat reduction date has 

passed, are based upon availability and the price reduction 

no longer applies. Alternate airline gateways, other than 

Little Rock, such as Northwest AR, Fort Smith and Mem-

phis, TN are available if you prefer to depart from there 

(usually at no additional cost). You would join the group at 

the trip destination. 

For the last three years ARTA has partnered with Collette – 

Guided by Travel and one of the benefits Collette provides 

is: travel loyalty, through a simple online process, after booking 

a trip. Once you depart you will receive, from Collette, a $150 

credit per person towards your next trip if you travel within the 

next 12 months or $100 credit per person if you travel before 

the end of 24 months. Another benefit is a worry-free travel 

protection plan. If you need to cancel for any reason, right up 

until the day prior to departure, you will get a full refund (less 

the cost of the insurance plan). Additionally, you are covered on 

tour. If you have to stop your trip or return home early, need 

medical assistance or evacuation, suffer a baggage loss or de-

lay, or are delayed on tour for 12 hours or more you are cov-

ered.  

ARTA contracts with Cline Tours for motor coach trips taken 

twice a year. A minimum of 40 passengers booked with a de-

posit is required for these trips. Again, book early! Your deposit 

is refundable until 30 days before final payment is required. 

Suggestions for future ARTA trips are always welcome so let 

us hear from you regarding your dream destination. 

Some of the world’s best people travel with ARTA!! 

Happy Travels, 

Mary Huie, ARTA Travel Manager 
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February 10 – 16, 2017 

ICELAND’S MAGICAL NORTHERN LIGHTS—SOLD 

OUT 

March 10 – 19, 2017 

SUNNY PORTUGAL – ESTORIL COAST, ALENTEJO & 

ALGARVE—SOLD OUT 

May 9 – 21, 2017 

ALASKA DISCOVERY LAND & CRUISE—SOLD OUT 

July 18 – 25, 2017 

AMERICA’S COWBOY COUNTRY—SOLD OUT 

August 10 – 19, 2017 

DISCOVER SWITZERLAND, AUSTRIA & BAVARIA—

SOLD OUT 

 

Trips for 2018 are in the planning stage. Watch for new des-

tinations in the next edition of the INTERLINK or view 

them on the ARTA web site at www.artanow.com/travel. 

2017 TRAVEL OPPORTUNITIES 

June 1 – 9, 2017—MOTOR COACH TRIP TO CHARLES-

TON & SAVANNAH. Bus tr ip to Savannah and Char leston. 

Trip highlights include: Guided Carriage tours of Savannah and 

Charleston, Savannah Botanical Gardens, Antebellum homes, 

Savannah Coastal eco-tour, Charleston Harbor tour, St. Simons 

and Jekyll Islands, Charleston City Market, two nights in Chat-

tanooga, Tennessee and much, much more. A deposit of $250 

per person due upon reservation. Reservations are made on 

a first come, first served basis. 

September 13 – 20, 2017—PACIFIC NORTHWEST & 

CALIFORNIA. Your  scenic tour  through the Pacific Nor th-

west and California opens in one of America’s most picturesque 

cities, Seattle. Embark on a sightseeing tour of the “Emerald 

City,” including the colorful restored waterfront area, historic 

Pioneer Square and lively Pike Place Market, a famous fish and 

vegetable market dotted with restaurants and shops. Traveling 

south through Oregon, discover the awe-inspiring landscapes on 

a tour of the magnificent Columbia River Gorge and the Bonne-

ville Dam, where you will learn about its fascinating hydropow-

er and history. On the way to the costal town of Newport you 

will see the Willamette Valley. It contains some of the most fer-

tile agricultural soils of Oregon and nurtures vegetables, flowers, 



Travel Opportunities 
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herbs and vineyards. Next stop – Gold Beach, know for amazing 

wildlife including bald eagles, cormorants, seals and blue heron. 

Further south, you will enter the Redwood Country of California. 

In Redwood National Park, see trees that rise to nearly 300 feet 

tall and later enjoy Eureka, CA, a historic timber and fishing vil-

lage featuring Victorian architecture of Old Town. Last but not 

least, San Francisco with several different choices for you to en-

joy your time there. A deposit of $250 per person due upon reser-

vation. Reservations are made on a first come, first served 

basis. Reservations made after the deposit due date of March 

6, 2017 are based upon availability. Book now and save $200 

per person. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 7 – 14, 2017—MOTOR COACH TRIP TO THE 

AMISH COUNTRY. October  is a colorful and wonderful 

time to travel to the Pennsylvania Dutch Country located in the 

heart of Lancaster County. Stay three nights and enjoy day trips 

from Lancaster County, with guided tours, to Philadelphia and 

Gettysburg. Save your appetite for down-home cooking made 

from traditional Dutch recipes handed down from Grandma 

Smucker, of the Smucker family. Visit local villages such as 

Kitchen Kettle Village offering authentic Pennsylvania Dutch 

Country shopping, homemade food and specialty shops. With 

over 40 shops you are bound to find something for everyone. A 

deposit of $200 per person due upon reservation. Reserva-

tions are based on a first come, first served basis. 

October 26 – 31, 2017—SPOTLIGHT ON WASHINGTON, 

D.C. Explore Amer ica’s her itage and history on this in-depth 

tour of the capital city of the United States. Spend five memora-

ble nights in the heart of Washington, D.C. Highlights include: a 

visit to mount Vernon, the beloved home of the first U.S. presi-

dent, George Washington; Smithsonian Institution; choice of 

famed Air and Space Museum or the National Museum of Amer-

ican History; Washington National Cathedral; Ford’s Theatre; 

Arlington National Cemetery with a narrated tour including the 

Tomb of the Unknowns and the Kennedy gravesites; World War 

II Memorial, the Vietnam Veterans Memorial and the Korean 

War Memorial. A deposit of $250 per person due upon reserva-

tion. Reservations are made on a first come, first served ba-

sis. Reservations made after the deposit due date of April 19, 

2017 are based on availability. Book now and save $100 per 

person. 

December 29, 2017 – January 2, 2018—CALIFORNIA NEW 

YEAR’S GETAWAY (with optional 3-night Las Vegas post 

tour extension). Ring in the New Year  in style with the ever -

popular tour featuring the Tournament of Roses Parade. Arrive in 

Pasadena with a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to view the floats 

in their final stages of decorating. Next attend Bandfest which 

features selected bands from all over the country that will per-

form in the parade. Return to Los Angeles for free time to ex-

plore on your own. Perhaps you will visit The Grove, a large 

shopping complex with several shops and 10 restaurants, or hop 

aboard the trolley to see the historic Farmers Market. Sunday get 

ready for a New Year’s Eve Gala Dinner Dance with live enter-

tainment and a champagne toast to help ring in the New Year. 

Monday – Welcome to the Tournament of Roses Parade, a grand 

tradition since 1890. You will have reserved seating for prime 

viewing. The parade consists of 43 floats and 21 marching bands. 

For more information on an optional 3-night Las Vegas post tour 

call the ARTA office. A deposit of $250 per person due upon 

reservation. Reservations are made on a first come, first 

served basis. Reservations made after July 22, 2017 are based 

upon availability. Book now and save $100 per person. 

ARTA traveler 

Joe Gibson 

enjoys the view 

from Ober Gat-

linburg during 

the 2016 Fall 

Foliage Trip. 

ARTA travelers 

Sandra Morris 

and Priss Maddux 

enjoy the Spot-

light on/in 

New York. 



“These immortal dead who live again in minds made better by their presence”  

In Memoriam 
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Arkansas County 

Reva T. Lorick 

William T. Walton 

Gerald R. Whitcomb 

Ashley County 

Linda F. Hill 

Russell W. Kelley 

Robert L. Young 

Baxter County 

Lila M. Adams 

Barbara A. Beebe 

John B. Elders Jr. 

Trellis Moore 

Jeanne M. Quitko 

Benton County 

Pamela K. Brown 

Don R. Elliott 

Jon D. Hershberger 

Robert D. Newman 

James L. Overton 

Boone County 

Jo E. Clemons 

Lois J. Davidson 

Larry C. Fuller 

Patricia K. Ross 

Bradley County 

Dorothy J. Doss 

James M. Raper 

Shirley M. Rochell 

Calhoun County 

Jimmie S. Roark 

Ruby L. Thomason 

Janell Fancher 

Dora L. Ferguson 

Clark County 

Mary E. Halliday 

Clay County 

Mary E. Curtis 

Eula V. Watson 

 

 

Cleburne County 

Wanda L. Barnett 

Lois J. Bivens 

Columbia County 

Jim H. Brown 

Conway County 

Jodie Baughman 

Craighead County 

Herbert D. Bennett 

Murlene B. Degges 

Connie G. Holmes 

J.D. Hulen 

Loudine Moon 

Ida K. Shelby 

Crawford County 

Betty J. Franklin 

Barbara J. Maxwell 

Jamie K. Seratt 

Peggy Whitlock 

Cross County 

Ermaline D. Eans 

Brenda J. Gann 

Barbara Williams 

Dallas County 

Vada B. Adams 

Rex C. Tipton 

Frances L. Walker 

Crystal D. Williams 

Desha County 

Robert A. Lambert Jr. 

Mary C. Ragan 

Drew County 

Mary F. Bellott 

Faulkner County 

Gayle D. Haynes 

John R. Herring 

Wendell J. Lemoine 

Vivian D. McGibbony 

Velma L. Morris 

Hoyt G. Rowden 

Mary K. Spraggins 

Franklin County 

Guy F. Fenter 

Garland County 

Jerry Chancellor Sr. 

Susan M. Chapman 

James M. Clark 

Barbara S. Driggers 

Arthur F. Eller 

Joyce G. Gadberry 

Debra L. Hahn 

Frances D. Lancaster 

Joe G. Poindexter 

John C. Puckett 

Lenolia O. Searcy 

Danny T. Tadlock 

Grant County 

Geraldine S. Dykes 

Hiram Johnson 

James L. Reaves 

Greene County 

Ulysses S. Cribbs 

Iva A. Hicks 

Doris J. White 

Hempstead County 

June W. Downs 

Melba J. Hall 

Hot Spring County 

Donald W. Chenault 

Jo P. Folds 

Janet M. Harris 

Howard County 

Glenda F. Chandler 

Mary E. Harris 

Independence County 

Bernice D. Cook 

William P. Garner 

Wilma H. Manuel 

Izard County 

Gwenda S. Sample 

Jackson County 

Ila B. Lacy 

Jefferson County 

Cheryl E. Fox 

Oza S. Herring 

Clemit Phillips 

Percell Stigger 

Alma J. Tiner 

Marthenia B. Woods 

Lawrence County 

Jeanette P. Russell 

Essie M. Sellers 

Little River County 

Geraldine L. Crank 

Logan County 

Jan Bishop 

Lonoke County 

Patrcia M. Oaks 

Dorothy H. Rogers 

Bobbie J. Taylor 

Mervin A Walker 

Madison County 

Vada M. Reeves 

Doris W. Smith 

Miller County 

Jonathan K. Anthony 

Mississippi County 

Rebecca F. Austin 

Jannene R. Sinclair 

Timothy B. Winston 

Monroe County 

John D. Parrish 

Montgomery County 

Catherine W. Claussen 

Nevada County 

Joyce H. Gibson 

Mary K. Mitchell 

Evelyn A. Pounds 

Clara J. Taylor 

Phillips County 

Helen G. West 

 

Pike County 

Linda S. Blount 

Betty J. Duke 

Mary E. Mitchell 

Poinsett County 

Carnell C. Henley 

Patricia L. Nunnally 

Roger E. Thomas 

Polk County 

Larry Stricklin 

Pope County 

Sydna R. Barton 

Alice L. Koski 

Janis P. Lindemann 

Carol J. Rentfro 

Charles M. Sorrels 

Pulaski County 

Eva S. Ashcraft 

Carol L. Baker 

Freda A. Belknap 

Sybil W. Bunn 

Jeweldine C. Cargill 

Beulah M. Chandler 

Bettye N. Conard 

Martin Crutchfield 

Merron L. Crutchfield 

Roy E. Erickson 

Norvelle Fletcher 

Marie D. Franklin 

Lynn L. Gaston 

John Gaynor 

Peggy A. Gray 

Debara D. Haines 

Leslie E. Hall 

Martha A. Hall 

Susie M. Hood 

John L. Jackson 

Kathryn B. James 

Gregory C. Johnston 

Margaret F. Laster 

Ella L. Luster 

Billy D. Massey 

Continued on page 11 
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Thanks to the thoughtfulness and generosity of individuals and local units, $3,170.00 in memorials, honorariums and scholarship dona-

tions were mailed to ARTA in the last three month period. An additional $15, over and above the regular monthly dues contributed by 

Continuing Members, brings the total to $3,185.00. Your gifts to ARTA, for whatever reason, are greatly appreciated and are a mean-

ingful and substantive part of funding the Parsons—Burnett Scholarship Grants. These scholarships are awarded for educators current-

ly practicing in Arkansas to further their graduate studies.    

Memorials and Donations NOVEMBER, DECEMBER, JANUARY 

Area III 

Parsons—Burnett 

Scholarship Grants 

Arkansas County RTA 

In memory of: 

Tim Walton 

Gerald Whitcomb 

Cleburne County RTA 

In memory of: 

Wanda Barnett 

Conway County RTA 

In memory of: 

Dianna Bane 

LaVonne Flory 

Reva Thompson 

Fulton County RTA 

In memory of: 

Janet Adams 

Greene County RTA 

In memory of: 

Iva Hicks 

Independence County RTA 

In memory of: 

Paul Garner 

North Little Rock RTA 

In memory of: 

Cleola Boles 

Artis Lofton Sr. 

Ella Ratcliff 

North Pulaski County RTA 

In memory of: 

Roy Erickson 

Scott County RTA 

In memory of: 

Jo Marie Hullender 

South Pulaski County RTA 

In memory of:  

Bettye Newman Conrad 

Union County RTA 

Eugene Johnson 

White County RTA 

In memory of: 

Billie Jo (Josie) Hefner 

Bertie Shimek 

Edward J. Cooper 

In memory of: 

Shirley Cooper 

Mrs. Clara Lofton 

In memory of: 

Artis Lofton Sr. 

Paulette Parker 

In memory of: 

Iva Hicks 

Patsy Reece 

In memory of: 

Melba Hall 

Ann Ritter 

In Memory of: 

Linda Hill 

Kay Shaddock 

In memory of: 

Mary Bellott 

Eugene Johnson 

Leortice & Betty Smith 

In Memory of: 

Mary Heflin 

Dr. Ella Walker-Rolfe 

In memory of: 

Kim Lyons Arnold 

Peggy Gray 

Pulaski County, cont. 

Rachel M. McDaniel 

Mary J. McDonald 

Carol E. McKinney 

Helen K. Midkiff 

Jerry A. Miller 

Martha C. Owens 

Joy L. Perdue 

Carolyn J. Pierce 

Mary K. Powell 

Larry S. Robertson 

Alice H. Rollow 

Louis R. Rowland 

Virginia L. Rowlett 

Loretta D. Salazar 

Clementine Shepherd 

Patricia S. Singer 

Lois B. Thompson 

Marian S. Torrence 

Earlene B. Trimble 

Katherine S. Withers-

Boone 

Vonna L. Wood 

Nelda C. Yager 

Saline County 

Elizabeth A. Modlin 

Belinda K. Moore 

Searcy County 

Billy B. Baker 

William O. Horton 

Sebastian County 

Romalee B. Strang 

William W. Stroud 

Sevier County 

Imogene W. Mize 

St. Francis County 

Dwayne Couchman 

Claudia J. Ming 

Alpha W. Riley 

Virginia L. Stepp 

Union County 

Noah E. Moses Jr. 

Van Buren County 

James K. Braden 

Washington County 

John L. Bess 

Elizabeth A. Doss 

Linda L. Harrison 

Jose E. Pizarro-Vega 

O.J. Ramick 

David W. Shelby 

Vicky A. Sloan 

Donald R. Wilkerson 

White County 

Bonnie J. Capps 

Joyce A. Clark 

Carroll D. Cook 

Lillian A. Harrell 

Dorothy Hickmon 

Bertie S. Shimek 

Patricia J. Wortham 

Woodruff County 

Levanders Randall 

Yell County 

Sherry Crawford 

Ewell R. Strout 

Out-Of-State 

Avanelle E. Anderson 

Georgia M. Barbarotto 

Ellouise S. Barnes 

Patricia D. Bernard 

Walter Coleman 

Patricia M. Cross 

Rebecca J. Cunningham 

Clarice A. Decker 

Laura M. Denton 

Dora M. Fee 

Gloria D. Goree 

Carrie Hamilton 

Frank A. Hood 

Helen J. Ivy 

Martha G. Kirby 

Janet E. Kracher 

Thelma J. Magee 

Patsy M. Ramsey 

Kathryn P. Shain 

Constance P. Smart 

Atha J. Stehenson 

Margaret J. Templeton 

Barbara J. Thompson 

Carl N. Wall 

Sherry L. White 

Geraldine L. Woodiel 

In Memoriam, cont. 



Arkansas Retired Teachers Association 

Parkview Towers  1200 Commerce Street Ste. 103 

Little Rock, AR 72202 

 

Arkansas Retired Teachers Association Membership Form 
  

Act 105 of 1985 authorizes the Arkansas Teacher Retirement system to deduct your ARTA dues from your monthly benefit checks, 

if you desire. This authorization may be canceled only by a written notice from you to ARTA. You may also select one of the other mem-

bership options listed below. 
  

ARTA CONTINUING MEMBERSHIP DUES 

(1) ___ I elect to have $2 per month deducted from my benefit 

check for ARTA dues. 
  

ARTA LIFE MEMBERSHIP DUES 

(3) ___ I elect to have $20 deducted from my retirement checks 

each month for 12 months (Total $240). 
  

DIRECT PAYMENT 

(2) ___ Annual Membership ($28 check enclosed). 
  

  
(4) ___ Life Membership (One-time $240 check enclosed). 

Name _____________________________________________ Signature _____________________________________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________________ Telephone _________________________ 

City/State/Zip _____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

County ___________________________________ Social Security Number (last four digits)______________________________ 

Email ________________________________________________________________________________ Date _______________ 

Complete this form and return it to: 

ARTA Membership, 1200 Commerce Street Ste. 103, Little Rock, AR 72202 
 

(Return this form only if you are not currently an ARTA member or if you wish to make a change.) 
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